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Sam Crabtree

Sam’s open water racing for the 2016 season started in May with the 
inaugural City of London 1.5km race in which he was their first winner and 
won a massive collection of swimming related prizes.

Next Sam competed in the Great East Swim Elite 5km race in the middle 
of June.   This is quite an important race as it is where the GB junior open 
water team gets selected.   It was a fantastic opportunity to compete with 
members of the GB Olympic open water team.   Sam came 12th overall in 
a time of 59 minutes and 21 seconds which was his first time swimming 
this distance in under an hour in open water.

At the end of June Sam competed in the Henley Classic which was a 
challenging 2.1km upstream race at 04:30 in the morning!   Sam was 
competing in the elite wave with older more experience swimmers, so was 
very happy to take the silver medal.

On the first weekend in July Sam swam in the 
Welsh National OW Championships.   This was a 
5km race with the water temperature at only 14 
degrees! Sam came second in the 17-year age 
group.

A t S o u t h E a s t R e g i o n O p e n W a t e r 
Championships Sam swam in the 5km race and 
was the second swimmer out of the water.   Sam 
had already qualified for National Open Water 
Championships through a pool time, so he 
decided to compete but not “finish” the race 
properly so another swimmer would be invited to 
Nationals instead.

The day after was the Henley Mile where Sam 
swam the mile once in a wetsuit and then again 
without.   Sam came second in the non-wetsuit 
race and third in the wetsuit race.   This was 
against more experienced swimmers including a 
GB Team Open Water swimmer.

At the end of July, Sam headed up to Sheffield for 
the National Open Water Championships, the 
British Summer Championships in the pool where 
he raced in the both the 4 x 100m and 4 x 200m 
freestyle relays for Thanet Swim Club.   He 
competed in the ‘English’ National Championships 
where he has qualified for the 200m, 400m and 
1500m freestyle races in the 17-year age group. 1



Sam Crabtree continued

On the way back from Nationals, Sam swam the Thames Marathon 14km race with a 
special dispensation as he is still under 18.
 
After that he was entered in the London Dock 2 Dock 10km race right around the 
London City airport and back again.  

Sam’s last open water races for the 2016 season were at the 2-day Swim Serpentine 
event which was held over the Olympic open water course in London’s Hyde Park.  Sam 
swam in the 1 mile mass participation event and swam the fastest time out of all 4000 
competitors (in 19mins 17 secs).   On the Sunday Sam participated in the British Open 
Water Swimming Championships in the 17/18 3.3km race where he won the GOLD 
medal in a time of 39mins and 7 seconds.  It was an amazing end to the 2016 season!

Honours board:

English National Swimming Championships (17 year old category):
200m Freestyle Gold
400m Freestyle Silver
1500m Freestyle Silver
British National Open Water Championships (17/18 year old category)
5km Open Water Race – Fifth place
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Senior Rugby Report 2016 
Congratulations to everyone who has contributed towards the senior rugby 
this year. Despite having to lose 2nd XV fixtures this season, individual 
players and the squad as a whole have progressed well. As a team we have 
become more expansive and some of our counter attacking and multi-phase 
play has shown some real quality.

Our focus has been on performance rather than outcome. However, high 
expectations regarding correct game management and process elements has 
resulted in completing the season having only lost once.

Notable performances included a strong second half display against Kent 
College, effective game management against St Lawrence and probably our 
strongest all round performance against Maidstone GS. In this match, 
forwards were able to dominate in the loose, create quick ball for the backs 
who in turn looked dangerous with ball in hand. This was coupled with excellent defence and a 
high level of intensity which was sustained throughout the match.

Our only defeat of the season came in our cup match against Sevenoaks School. Early pressure 
from our team was not converted in to points and the fine margins between winning and losing 
became very evident when Sevenoaks succeeded in translating their pressure in to a healthy lead 
which they defended until the end of the match. 

Within the team, many students have given creditable performances, however, for consistency, 
work rate and high performance levels, special mention should go to Captain, Matthew Short. 
Best wishes and thanks go to all the senior students who finish school rugby this year. Despite the 
prospect of losing some very influential players, it is hoped that next year, the remaining group 
along with new squad members will continue to make significant progress and work towards 
achieving their potential. 

3



Year 9

The U14 have had a very mixed year. An early draw in the Kent Cup saw the boys play a very 

strong and drilled Simon Langton squad and conceded several tries, however the final score was 

not a true reflection of the game. This loss seem to spur the boys on and what followed was a 

team getting stronger and developing each week. Wins against Roger Manwoods and Dane 

Court saw some of the boys really step up. Giotto McCourt Welsh, Harrison Leach, Freddie 

Rigden and Leon Munt solid throughout the season in defence making some crucial hits and 

winning a lot of ball. Jack Cave had a fantastic year at fly half and demonstrated his hard work 

over the summer by converting the vast majority of his kicks. The highlight of the year was the 

away fixture to local rivals St Lawrence College – despite heavy defeats in previous years the 

team turned up motivated and unphased by the challenge ahead. A truly fantastic effort in 

defence by all the team and giving 100% until the end meant the lads all came off the pitch with 

heads held high and proud of the performance they had put in against a very strong St Lawrence 

team. Special mention to Alex Lawless who has really developed this year and grown in 

confidence as the year progressed and Leon Doody who constantly works hard and gives 

everything until the final whistle. 

Year 8

The U13s continue to progress and are one of the stronger age groups in the school. They have 

been a dominant force throughout Thanet beating all schools in the local area. The team have 

come unstuck against Maidstone and Oakwood Park but with a little more desire and drive they will 

be able to make the improvements needed to win these fixtures next year. The squad as a whole 

have stood out but particular mentions must go to Captain Jason Russell who has been very 

powerful throughout, Jacob Payne who has been consistently a top performer and finally Bing 

McCourt-Welsh who has run the forwards very well. A good season with lots of hope and promise 

for the future few years.

Year 7

Year 7 rugby training has been very well attended this year, with 24 students regularly training. 

Core skills especially tackling have improved throughout the term but passing the ball at the 

correct time still needs improving. The squad have played games in the correct spirit, with good 

performances against Manwoods, Maidstone and Kent College. With games against Oakwood 

Park and Langton's to come, the boys are seeking to end the season on a high.
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Year 10

The U15 squad this year have seen a vast improvement in performance as the lads have grown and 

developed. A surprise win over a strong and well drilled Duke of York’s squad gave the team the 

confidence as they continued their winning streak over Roger Manwoods, Kent College and Kings 

Rochester. Brilliant forwards attacking performance from Captain Harry Clemo and Ethan Regulous saw 

the pack dominate at the break down whilst the kick feet and strong defence from Joe Skendrovic, 

Connor Morley and Henry Mileham kept the opposition from crossing the line. Unfortunately the lads 

could not go unbeaten as they were outplayed by a strong Simon Langton and St Lawrence College 

team – however the boys took these losses well and took a lot from them to develop. We hope to see 

the majority of the team make the step up to senior rugby next year.



Girls Hockey Reports 2016

Senior Girls Hockey

2016 saw CCGS with our first ever girls, 1XI hockey team. With a solid group of girls from 
years 10-13, who have all represented the school every year since Year 7, we have now been 
able to play against other schools as an official 1st XI squad.  

We first played against Sir Roger Manwoods, narrowly losing out 3-2 after our first fantastic 
game in the heat, which involved a school debut for new student Charlotte Wayman.

Our next game saw us play against local rivals St Lawrence College 2nd XI where we 
dominated the game and played our best hockey, linking well to put 6 goals past their keeper, 
including a hat trick for Captain Katie Knight.  Gemma Cathcart, a Year 10 student, joined the 
squad showing off her excellent skills in the forward line, ensuring there is lots of potential for 
the future of girls’ hockey at CCGS.

The last game of the season was a tight fixture against St. Edmunds.  Amazing goalkeeping 
from Issy Fry meant that we went into the second half 1-0 up, after a great goal set up by 
Megan Griffin and Paris Gasson.  St. Edmunds got one back early in the second half and the 
score remained 1-1 - a fantastic game to end the enjoyable season.  

Senior squad: K. Knight, M, Griffin, I. Fry, I, Grogan, J, Wallace, C, Wayman, J, Sabine, P, 
Gasson, A, Potter, A, Malley, S, Bates.

U15 Girls Hockey

A fantastic season for the U15 girls at CCGS who have remained a strong 
formidable team. Gemma Cathcart continues to lead as Captain and her 
strength in midfield spread confidence to other players, resulting in solid 
performances from everyone.  

Strong defenders were found in Rebecca Smith and Laura Scott and Sarah 
Goddard has continued to develop into the role of Goal Keeper. 

It has been rewarding to watch this team develop through the school and many 
players have already stepped up to assist the senior squad this season.

U15 Squad:  Gemma Cathcart, Rebecca Smith, Isabella Hyde, Laura Scott, 
Sarah Goddard, Ellie Rush, Mia Murray, Izabella Zalewski, Katie Aveling, 
Elizabeth Baker
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U14 Girls Hockey

This has been a good season for the U14 squad. They have moved up from 
playing 7 aside games to full sided 11 aside matches and with a number of 
players gaining experience in local clubs they have made this transition well. The 
first match of the season was against St Lawrence who were very strong, this 
resulted in a loss but was to be their only loss of the season. Many of the girls 
also played up in the U15 squad and did not look out of place against much 
stronger teams. With this team moving through the school, the senior team for 
the next few seasons looks like it will be very strong.

U14 Squad: K. McNally, B. Daly, E. Baker, S. Wu, C. McGough, M. Mileham, S. 
Pegden, M. Clark, S. Harrison, K. Morton, E. Stoker, R. Collier, R. Tames, L. 
Jewell, J. West

U13 Girls Hockey

The team play 7 aside matches this season which meant that we were able to field two teams giving 
many girls the opportunity to play competitive hockey. The 'A ' team played very strong opposition and 
did not win a match but their skills and tactics improved throughout the season. The 'B' team Won 1 
Drew 1 and lost 1, which hopefully means that the school will have a strong squad next year when 
the matches will be 11 aside. With a new fixture against Folkestone Grammar this year we are hoping 
to extend this even further next year, offering more competitive matches during the hockey terms. The U13 girls should be commended for their commitment to the team by regularly attending 
practices and being keen to improve.
U13 Squad:  L. Wood, E. Laffey, , J. Booth, A. Musselwhite, P. Bennett, R. Hutchins-Matthews, 
McBride, A. Skendrovic, C. Newby, L. Nottingham, L. Phillips, G. Davies, L. Rejakamar

U12 Girls Hockey

Most of the Year 7 girls had not played hockey before starting at CCGS in September so 

it is always a difficult start when going straight into fixtures. With most fixtures having 

both an A and B team, many students had the opportunity to play competitive fixtures. 

The first match against St Lawrence resulted in a loss for both the A and B teams but it 

gave them the opportunity to grow in confidence in match play situations. The teams 

progressed quickly through training sessions and became stronger in each performance.  

Success against Folkestone Girls Grammar boosted confidence and the team ended the 

season far stronger than they began. With the girls continuing 7 a side games next year 

it is hoped they will carry the experience gained through from this year. The girls should 

be proud of their performances and with continued training should be even stronger next 

season. 6



U14 Football Team:

The U14s football team made good progress this year, with their 
highlight undoubtedly beating their comprehensive victory over 
Ursuline College.

The boys were competitive in every competition and match that they 
entered and the future certainly looks bright for this team. 

Ollie Bates

P i c t u r e o f 
Ollie winning 
an award at 
the Thanet 
S w i m 
Presentation 
N i g h t l a s t 
w e e k e n d , 
with the very 
inspirational 
Mark Foster.

Jamie Tritton

Jamie's U15 roller hockey team made Euro hockey history, achieving the best result for an U15 English team in a European tournament.  They placed 10th out of 16 European teams, finishing higher than all French teams and winning matches against Spanish, French and Swiss teams.
As Captain of the team, Jamie was particularly proud to gain the respect of the other European players, who know that roller hockey is a minor sport in England with very limited facilities, so this 10th place achievement means so much.
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As always, let me know if you have had 
any success in Sport, email me on 
trichford@ccgrammarschool.co.uk 	
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Harrison Leach

Harrison and Broadstairs CC U13s won the national cup which was held at Rugby School. It is the first time Kent have won the cup and is such an amazing achievement for a small club considering over 1500 clubs initially entered the competition. The standard of cricket was fantastic as you can imagine.  Reggie Baskaran, Jack Cave and Dylan (Harrison's brother who joined CCGS in September) were all part of the winning team.

The Ballantine’s

Madeleine won a gold medal at the regional 
gymnastics competition held in Guildford, she is 
regional champ in floor and vault in her age group 
spanning Kent, Sussex and Surrey. Todd came third 
in the Terry Ballard croquet competition, there were 
about 50 competing, so he did really well.

Jack Elliot Kent Under 16s Rugby

Jack received his first cap for Kent at Blackheath Rugby Club this season against Bromley which they won 19-11.  Jack also scored the opening try.   It was a very hard game against mainly London based club players.

Hockey and Netball coming up in Terms 3 
and 4… 

House Competitions and extra-curricular 
activities will focus on hockey, football and 
cross-country for the boys and netball and 
dance for the girls. Alongside this we also 
have the Swimming Gala, which should be 
an excellent occasion. 

Hannah Denny

Hannah was selected to swim for Kent at the county team championships in Sheffield. She d id  br i l l i an t l y w i th a persona l bes t in her  100  fly  to  take  7th, then delivered  another strong swim in the relay.

Kent managed to come 3rd overall, this is their  highest ever result in their national  inter-counties history.

Follow us at:

 /ccgrammarschool

Find us on:
Chatham & Clarendon     Grammar School


