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It does not seem like two minutes since the academic year 
began and now it is about to end. We have had a busy time 
since Easter with students in Years 11 - 13 completing 
GCSE, AS and A Level exams. I would like to say a big 
thank you to them all for their impeccable conduct during 
the period; they have been punctual and adhered to all the 
exam protocols. I wish them all the success they deserve 
in the summer. I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all their teachers for their hard work and dedication 
in supporting the students through their exam courses. 

A and AS Level results will be available from the 6th Form 
Centre on Thursday 14th August from 9am onwards. 
GCSE results will be available in the Sixth Form Centre on 
Thursday 21st August from 9am onwards.

Results of Parental Surveys
If you have attended a Parent Consultation Evening this 
year, you may recall filling in a parental survey. The results 
of those surveys are as follows:

98% of parents surveyed at Parents’ meetings considered 
that their children are happy at school and 98% felt that 
their child felt safe at school. 98% of parents considered 
that their child made good progress at school and 99% felt 
that their child was well taught. 98% of parents reported 
that they would recommend the school to another parent. 
If you would like to see the full results of the surveys they 
are on the school website; click the curriculum tab then 
survey results.

Results of the Year 7 MIDYIS Induction Survey, conducted 
in December 2013, were overwhelmingly positive with 
81% of students reporting that they liked school and 91% 
reported they would recommend the school to others. 1



Some Polite Reminders

From September all girls in Years 7-11 will be required to wear the revere 

collar blouses. You were notified of this change to the uniform in July last 

year.

Shoes should be of a conventional polishable style; they should not be 

canvas, trainers, Vans or Dr Marten boots, no ankle boots. Facial piercings 

and ear stretchers are not allowed. If you are unsure of the uniform rules 

the uniform policy is available on the website and also printed in your son/

daughter’s planner.

Parking – Please do not park on the zig-zag lines outside the school, or double 

park; this creates a potential hazard to students who cannot see oncoming 

cars. We are hopeful that by September there will be a zebra crossing in 

Chatham Street, although it has not been decided exactly where it will be 

located at the moment.

Holidays – From September 2013 the Government removed Headteachers 

powers to authorise holidays during term time, except in ‘exceptional 

circumstances’. If you do need to take your son or daughter out of school 

you must first fill in a Holiday request form which is available from Reception.

If you think you may be entitled to free school meals can I urge you to apply 

as if you are eligible it allows us to offer assistance with the cost of trips etc.

Could you please keep us up to date with any changes to your contact details; 

address, phone numbers or email address.

Interested in becoming a Parent Governor?
Have you ever considered becoming a school Governor, if so we will be holding an election 

in September for three parent governors. Ideally the Governors would like someone with a 
legal/ financial backgrond.  Look out for details at the beginning of the next academic year.
Alumni association event
Our Alumni, the Old Ruymians Club is organising a Private Party Night of 60’s & 70’s Music 

and Dancing on Saturday 13th September at The Westcoast Bar, 3 -5 King Street Margate. 

The event starts at 7.30pm till late and is open to all who have a present and past connection 

to the school. Numbers for the event are limited and if you are interested in buying tickets or 
want more information please contact www.oldruymians.co.uk. 2
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Maths Challenge

Our Year 7 and 8 mathematicians 
took part in the annual UKMT 
Junior Challenge achieving a 
fantastic result of 42 medals 
overall. There were 8 golds, 17 
silvers and 17 bronzes altogether. 
The Junior Maths Challenge is a 
national competition consisting of 
a range of exciting and challenging 
mathematical questions and only 
the top 6% of students receive 
a gold certificate. The highest 
achiever in Year 8 was Alex Wells. 
Kazki Fairman was the best in Year 
7 but also best in school.  

Greenpower Team Triumph
The Chatham & Clarendon Greenpower electric car racing team took top honours at the 
Eastern regional heat of the Greenpower Electric Car Championship. Held on the 1.1 mile 
banked test track at Ford’s European design HQ in Essex the team of eleven students 
won both 1.5 hours races by 2.2 miles and 4.4 miles respectively. After winning the first 
race with our car deliberately set not to be the fastest on the start grid, our team of drivers 
drove skilfully on the most challenging track in the Greenpower race series.  Our pit crew 
were completing driver changes in as little as ten seconds where other teams were taking 
2 – 3 minutes. With higher gearing in the second race we were clearly the fastest car from 
the outset. Skilled teamwork ensured things stayed that way. The practise and preparation 
had clearly paid off. Our team were awarded the overall winner trophy by Ford’s Director 
of European service.

This win gives automatic qualification for the Greenpower national final at Goodwood 
circuit in Sussex where the fastest 75 cars in the country will compete on October 12th.We are the champions was played very loudly as we drove away from the circuit.



Thanet Earth Cooking Competition May 2014
Three students were chosen as entrants to the finals of the Thanet Earth Cooking 
Competition. Their task was to think of a recipe idea that included some of the 
produce grown at Thanet Earth, (cucumbers, peppers or tomatoes). The following 
students took part in the final on Wednesday 14th May; Jude Farrant Year 7,who 
made a risotto with tomatoes in, Isabella Hyde Year 7, who made a Jamaican curry 
with peppers  and Elizabeth Baker, who made Earl Grey and cucumber cupcakes.The students had one hour to cook their dishes and they were judged by a panel of 
six judges from the Ambrette, The Minnis, Tesco and Thanet Earth. All three cooks 
worked hard in an unfamiliar kitchen and presented lovely food. Elizabeth Baker 
was chosen as the winner for her unusual flavour combination in her beautifully 
presented Cucumber and Earl Grey cupcakes.
All three students were given an apron and a cookery book for entering and Elizabeth 
won a trophy and £300 in vouchers for the school to use to buy cooking equipment. 
Elizabeth’s winning recipe will also be replicated on recipe cards and available in 
all Thanet Tesco stores. So look out for them when you are next shopping!
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CCGS design technology students 

win national MakeIT awards for the 

3rd year running!

This year CCGS had eight students from 

three different year groups selected as 

National Finalists in the MakeIT! furniture 

and Make IT! wood competitions hosted by 

‘Proskills’. James Fitchett won the Year 12 

category. Daniel Cornwall won an award 

for creative use of materials. We also had 

2 runners up in Year 12, 3 in Year 10, and 

1 in Year 13. We were by far the biggest 

school there. CCGS students continue to 

put a fantastic amount of effort into this 

programme and we continue to reap the 

rewards. Well done to all of them. Our 

commitment to the competition has also 

led to staff recognition in the form of the 

MakeIT ‘Teacher of the Year Award’.

Our successful finalists and award 

winners were this year…

James Fitchett

Senura Ratiyala

Isaac O’connor

Daniel Cornwall

Stan Chick
Talya Amores
Enzo Avery
Andrew Waller

Our previous award winners Alina 

Baumane, Charlie Cawdron, Charles 

Oyediran, Thomas Gavriel, and Jodie 

Wonford have used success in this 

competition too as a unique selling point 

in university interviews. Notably Alina 

who is now studying Architecture in 

Denmark and Thomas is aspiring to study 

at Goldsmith University.

Check us out at…

http://www.proskills-academy.co.uk/

makeit-2014-winners-announced/
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Young Consumer of the Year Competition

Four Students from Chatham & Clarendon Sixth Form took part in the National Final of 

the Young Consumer of the Year competition. The final was in Harrogate at the Trading 

Standards conference.

 
The team took a commanding lead in the early stages of the competition but were 

gradually pegged back and were just overtaken on the last question by the winners 

from Wakefield. Our team took the last minute defeat very graciously and were very 

warm with their congatulations to the evential winners.

 
The team members were:

Joe Baker
Ellie Dening
Theo Cox
Nikos Milonakis

 
End Result: 2nd in whole of the UK.
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Former teachers & student become published authors

Former Clarendon House Science Teacher Zsuzanna Bozzay has translated three autobiographical 
novels written by her Grandmother and had them published called Escape from Communist 
Hungary.

Another former Clarendon House teacher Solange Hando has just published a book for aspiring 
writers, ‘Be a Travel Writer, Live Your Dreams, Sell your Features, which is now available from 
Amazon and Waterstones.

Former Clarendon House student, Sophia Tobin Dicks has just had a historical novel published 
called The Silversmith’s Wife. The book was nominated for The Lucy Cavendish College Fiction 
Prize.

Harry Bibring – Holocaust survivor

Year 9 Historians were lucky enough to 
have been visited by Harry Bibring, a 
Holocaust survivor.  He talked about his 
life in Vienna, and gave an insight into 
his comfortable life before Austria was 
annexed by Nazi Germany and his life in 
England during the War (Harry travelled 
to England as part of the Kinder transport 
with his sister).  

Being able to hear about his life made 
me feel very special; he was telling us a 
piece of history that would’ve been lost 
had he not talked about it.  In a way, it 
was like we were carrying on an event 
that was only a memory which shouldn’t 
be forgotten; and I was thankful for that.

Ellen McCabe - 9GZ/9MSg
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Escape from Communist Hungary 

by Zsuzsanna Bozzay 

 
Zsuzsanna Bozzay was born in Budapest 

in 1941. Her father Emil was the son of 

Margit Bozzay a well known journalist 

and writer who died at the age of 49 in 

1942. Zsuzsanna has translated three 

autobiographical novels written by her 

grandmother. Her mother Miriam Vajda, 

from a Jewish family, had lost many of 

her relatives in the concentration camps. 

After spending three years in Paris in 

the 1920s with her brother she returned 

home to care for her parents, fell in love 

and married Emil. Her brother later moved 

from Paris to London and she decided to 

leave Hungary and join him. She tried to 

cross the border in 1949 with her daughter 

Zsuzsanna but they were caught and 

she ended up in prison while Zsuzsanna 

contracted polio. She was paralysed, 

unable to walk for a year. In 1956, the 

Hungarian Revolution gave another 

opportunity for escape when mother and 

daughter eventually escaped to England 

as refugees but Zsuzsanna’s father was 

not able to join them for six years. After 

gaining a BSc Special Chemistry degree 

at London University, where Zsuzsanna 

met her husband Michael Snarey, she 

worked in research for four years while 

he was studying for his PhD. Their three 

daughters are married with children and 

have all achieved post graduate degrees. 

Zsuzsanna worked as a science teacher 

at Clarendon House Grammar School 

Ramsgate while bringing up her children 

and later trained as a Chiropodist. She 

is still practising chiropody as well as 

studying for an Open University degree in 

Humanities.

The School recently marked the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War by commemorating 
the Chatham House boys who served. The Right Revd 
Trevor Wilmott, Bishop of Dover re-consecrated the 
plaque bearing the names of the fallen during a service 
at St George’s Church, witnessed by representatives of 
the school. For further details see our link on the school 
website: http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/351/ww1-
memorial 
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Peer Mentoring Success
  
Thirty three of our Year 8 students 
successfully completed the Thanet 
Young Ambassadors Programme which 
culminated in a presentation evening at 
Quex Park where local MP Laura Sandys 
and Chief Inspector Mark Pearson 
presented certificates to these committed 
students. The training involved a 
range of skill areas  including first aid, 
leadership and peer mentoring. These 
skills will be used to assist in the smooth 
transition of our new students who will 
join the school in September.  As part of 
the course, paid for by the Kent People’s 
Trust, students attended the Swattenden 
Activity Centre in Cranbrook as a reward 
for all their hard work and commitment 
to the course. 

Chaplaincy News

The last Communion service of the 

academic year was celebrated on the 

14th July in the Chaplaincy Room and 

the occasion was marked with Mrs 

Jeffrey being confirmed as the Lay 

Assistant Chaplain for the School in 

assisting the School Chaplain, Rev 

Thomas, with spiritual and pastoral 

matters. The Christian Union group 

led by Mrs Jeffrey has been a success 

primarily with the Key Stage 3 Students 

and it will recommence in September 

under the new name of the “Acts 29 

Club.”

For further details of Chaplaincy events 

during the year see:  

h t t p : / / w w w. c c g r a m m a r s c h o o l .

co.uk/288/latest-news 

For the next academic year any 

students considering being baptised or 

confirmed can contact Rev Thomas for 

further arrangements.

Wishing the whole school community a 

blessed and restful Summer.

Rev Thomas.



Music

We have had a busy term in music so far and 
it promises to get even busier!

Junior and Senior Larkin Cups

Shortly after the Easter holiday both Music 
Cups (called the Larkin Cup) took place, 
where the Houses compete to provide the 
most successful hour of music, which ranges 
from solos to entire House performances.

Junior Larkin Cup (7-9)

The individual winners were as follows:

1st Jake Robinson
2nd Martha Carter
3rd Mel Karczewski and Kayleigh Stevens-
Keatley (joint)

The ensemble prizes were as follows:
1st Amber Malley and Isha Mandke
2nd 9RP Ensemble
3rd 8&9 MS Ensemble and MS Yr 9 Djembe 
Ensemble (joint)

Highly Commended awards (students 
scoring over 90 and not being placed) went 
to:

Issy Fry
Poppy-Louise Hooker
Talia Pearce
Bethia Carter
Lucy Karczewski
Jake Warner
Hannah Baker
Matilda Lailey

Senior Larkin Cup

The individual prize winners are as follows:

6th Form
1st Geary Allen
2nd Chloe Hayter
3rd Kat Cutler-Mackenzie
10 and 11
1st Molly Mallon and Will Dolke (joint)
2nd Joe Whelan
3rd Rob Cook and Joe Parrish
Ensemble Prize
1st Becca-Gonzalez-Bello and Faye O'Regan
2nd Lydia, Johanna Pearson-Farr and Nicola 
Roberts and Tom McDonald, Jake Uchiki-
Parker and Joel Felix (joint)
3rd RP House Ensemble

Well done to everyone who took part!
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World Languages Day

On 1st July 20 students from Year 8 
attended the annual World Languages Day 
at the University of Kent in Canterbury.  
The day started with a theatre performance 
in French or Spanish and then there was a 
variety of sessions for students to choose 
from.  These included Indian Dancing, 
Japanese, Mandarin Chinese and Welsh to 
name just a few.  The day finished with a 
European Quiz.  The sessions provided an 
early opportunity for Year 8 students to see 
what a university is like and hopefully will 
inspire some to go on to study languages 
in the future. 
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School Production for 2015
We are delighted to announce that the school production for 2015 will be the musical Annie. 
Auditions will take place in September and an email will be sent out soon to ALL students giving 
advice on how to prepare for auditions – all students (Year 7-13) are welcome to audition. The 
show will run slightly earlier than usual in the week before February half term 2015 (including 
the Saturday at the beginning of half term).

Music Theatre Workshop by Rob Copeland, Singer in the West End Production of 

Jesus Christ Super star, 30th April.

After he had adjudicated the Senior music competition for us Rob Copeland took 5 of our 

students (Jerome Edridge, Lydia Crosher, Jo Pearson-Farr, Nicola Roberts and Kayleigh 

Stevens-Keatley) through their paces, workshopping them on the songs they had chosen to 

perform, which were a diverse range, from Wicked to Sweeney Todd.

Rob left Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School over ten years ago and has worked in the West 

End since finishing music theatre college. He has just returned from the world tour of Jesus 

Christ Superstar with Tim Minchin, Mel C and Chris Moyles.

He explained to the watching audience about the crucial elements of ACTING whilst singing 

and rehearsed the students so that their performances were many times better, thinking about 

the character behind the song, and the context of the song within the show.

He also answered questions from our budding music theatre performers about how to become 

professional and what to do whilst still at school to be in with the best chance when auditioning. 

An informative and fascinating afternoon - thanks Rob!



On Wednesday 4th June 
many of our musicians, 
singers and dancers 
auditioned alongside 
hundreds from schools 
across Kent in front of a 
London talent scout to try 
and win a place at the semi-
finals of the Kent Cultural 
Games, an annual event 
celebrating the enormous 
wealth of talent across the 
county.

Twenty five of our performers 
were put through to the 
semi-finals  (more than 
any other school in Kent!) 
performing either within one 
of two groups (Percussion 
School and our Advanced 

Vocal Ensemble [AVE]) or as 
individuals. They were:

Jerome Edridge
Jono Pick
Nicola Roberts
Isobel Cook
Lydia Crosher
Jon Marren
Rosie Evans
Arianna Ransley
Joel Felix
Craig Alder
Johanna Pearson-Farr
Geary Allen
Molly Mallon
Robert Cook
Joe Whelan
Connor Pearce
Tom McCleod
Connor Hyde

Joe Parrish
Will Dolke
Ashleigh Graves
Olivia Kayhill
Megan Bith-Vaughan
Amber Malley

We all travelled to the Trinity 
Theatre in Tunbridge Wells 
on Thursday 19th June 
to perform in front of five 
judges and are currently 
waiting to see if we have 
been successful in getting 
through to the grand final in 
September.

More information can 
be found at http://www.
kentschoolgames.com/

Students win through to the semi-finals of the Kent Cultural Games!
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Year 7 Visit to the Opal Coast

During Activities Week, 78 students and 8 members of staff 

spent three days visiting the Opal Coast in the north of 

France.  Having made the short journey by coach and ferry on 

Monday morning, the first step was the picturesque coastal 

town of Le Touquet, sometimes known as Paris-Plage as it 

is where many Parisians spend their summers.  We were 

there the day before the Tour de France was scheduled to 

be there and so the town was bustling with spectators.  On 

Tuesday we visited a bakery where the students saw how 

bread is made in a traditional wood-fired oven and then had 

the opportunity to make croissants under the instruction of 

a very strict baker.  In the afternoon we returned to Boulogne 

for a visit to Nausicaa and an hour of shopping in the old 

town.  On the final day our excursion was to a snail farm.  

Here we had a talk from the owner about his job and the 

snail industry and then there was an opportunity to see the 

snails close up.  Following this the students had the chance 

to sample this special French delicacy.  It was then time for 

us to head home, pausing for a brief stop at a hypermarket 

for a few last minute souvenirs.

Caythorpe Court
 
From the 7th to the 11th of July Year 9 took part 
in a PGL trip to Caythorpe Court. We took part 
in many activities that were exciting including 
Jacobs Ladder, Trapeze, Problem Solving, Zip 
Wire, Rafting, Aeroball, Rifling, Archery, Vertical 
Challenge and others.

The favourite activity was Raft Building as the 
teachers were also involved. The main meals 
were good, particularly the salad bar. The rooms 
were spacious and comfortable as everyone 
had their own ensuite. The late curfews were 
enjoyed but the early morning starts were 
difficult!

Overall the trip was exceptional, particularly 
because of its friendly and encouraging 
atmosphere that influenced new bonds with 
people we otherwise may not have socialised 
with. We believe this trip helped us mature 
socially and helped us overcome our fears and 
we wish we could go again.

Melodie Karczewski and Jack Lamont
(Girl and Boy of Caythorpe 2014)
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English Trip

On Thursday 10th and 11th 
July the English department 
took 40 Year 12 English and 
Drama students to London for 
two days to see two plays. The 
trip was both highly enjoyable 
and beneficiary to the students’ 
studies.

The excursion started off with 
a tour around Camden Town 
where the students went off 
to explore the expanse of the 
Camden Markets, having lunch 
from food stalls and picking up 
unique and, often, hand-crafted 
products. After this the party 
navigated the underground 
finally arriving at ‘The Old 
Vic’ to see Arthur Miller’s 
‘The Crucible’, the classic 
American play brought to life 
by internationally acclaimed 
director Yaël Farber.

Starring Richard Armitage 
(Robin Hood, The Hobbit trilogy 
and Spooks) as the play’s 
protagonist John Proctor, the 
play attacks the problem of 
mindless maltreatment and 
the awesome power of false 
accusations in the Salem 
Witch trials. The play was 
performed in the round and 
a near dreamlike effect was 

created filling the theatre 
with haze and burning herbs. 
Armitage, though sounding 
vocally strained at times, gave 
a fantastic performance and 
the unnerving applicability of 
the narrative to the modern day 
shone through. ‘Is the accuser 
always holy now?’ indeed. 

Day two started with breakfast 
at ‘Generator’ hostel and then 
the group split in two. Roughly 
half went to Embankment 
where they could visit the Tate 
Modern or Borough Market 
and the rest went to The British 
Museum and joined the rest at 
Embankment for lunch. Then 
it was to ‘The Globe’ to see 
Lucy Bailey’s 2006 revival of 
Shakespeare’s bloody revenge 
tragedy ‘Titus Andronicus’.

The performance was as 
amusing as it was gory and by 
making full use of ‘The Globe’s’ 
staging, the groundlings 
were transformed into Roman 
citizens and became a part of 
the play. With actors pushing 
through the audience, huge 
metal structures reminiscent 
of chariots and state balconies 
moved freely through the 
crowd and captured the 
endlessly shifting politics of 
the play. A whole host of things 
(feathers, wine, blood, confetti, 
hay) rained down from the 

rafters and the play became 
highly interactive. Several 
asides and more current 
mannerisms brought the play 
firmly into the modern era and 
was as crude and funny as 
Shakespeare’s audience would 
have found it. A favourite 
gem of this writer’s being an 
olden time ‘Yo mama’ joke; 
‘Chiron: “Thou hast undone 
our mother” Aaron: ”Villain, I 
have done thy mother”. Then, 
in stark contrast to the light-
hearted tone of some scenes, 
the play becomes a dark 
and twisted story filled with 
vengeful gore and violence. 
After a rape, a tongue being 
cut out, hands being chopped 
off and a mother’s sons baked 
into a pie and then fed to her, 
this performance knocked 
the weak-stomached sick 
and caused the faint-hearted 
to hit the floor. A fantastic 
performance with a stellar 
cast, this was a perfect way to 
bring the trip to a close.

I’d like to thank Mrs Reeves, 
Mrs Sutton-Jones, Mr Sutton-
Jones and Mrs Magill for 
organising and accompanying 
the students on the trip, it truly 
was a wonderful experience.

Article by Kate Weedy 12KH3.

13



14

Marine Ecology: Past and Present.

Activities Week: Year 9.

On two days during Activities Week, Year 
9 students were taken to Joss Bay.  Their 
objectives: to see for themselves what lives in 
the intertidal zone; to learn how the flora and 
fauna of this zone vary from the high to low 
water mark; to understand the stresses on 
sea creatures exposed to dry air for several 
hours a day and how they are adapted to this; 
to compare all this with what was happening 
at the same location 87 million years earlier, 
when the Chalk Sea covered large tracts of 
what is now northern Europe.

After an introductory talk by Mr. Scarlett 
on the Chalk Sea, a selection of local 
fossils were handed round for examination.    
Students then went off to find their own, 
with a considerable degree of success.  
Echinoids, belemnites and bivalves were 
brought for inspection and identification, 
along with enigmatic fragments of creatures 
long extinct, inhabitants of a system long 
gone forever.  No deck chairs and ice cream 
for these researchers!  Marine ecologists of 
the future vied with budding palaeontolgists 
to find the most interesting specimens and 
by the close of play quite a respectable array 
of finds had been gathered.

After lunch on the sand, Mrs. Rosen 
familiarised all present with life in the inter-
tidal zone.  Students rock-pooled in groups 
and a wide range of living things were located 

and identified.  One find which provoked 
great interest was  bunch of ‘sea grapes’: 
cuttlefish eggs.  No-one had expected them 
to actually start hatching in our buckets!  
Baby cuttlefish, barely half an inch long, took 
their maiden swims around open containers, 
photographed and cooed over.  In one white 
container was a large brown belemnite, the 
fossilised remnant of an ancient, now extinct 
species of squid, related to the cuttlefish.  As 
the newly hatched creature passed from the 
white base of the container and hovered over 
the darker remains of it distant, ancestral 
relative, we saw its own colour change, from 
pale to dark, to mimic its new background.  
Nearly 90 million years before, the creature 
whose preserved remains were today’s 
background, would have been using the 
same camouflage technique.  A small portion 
within the abyss of time was briefly thrown 
open for all to see.

Rock-pooling was followed by transect 
studies.  Staff and Year 12 volunteers assisted 
Year 9 students in the task.  Valiant attempts 
at laying out tape measures in a force 5 on 
Wednesday provided much amusement for 
those not actually attempting it.  We adapted 
our approach to match the demands of the 
occasion, much as do the life-forms which 
we had gone to investigate: distances were 
paced out instead.  No attempts were made 
with tape measures in Thursday’s force 7!  

The weather was (fairly) kind on both days: 
no risk whatsoever of sunburn and the 
promised rain never arrived.
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RS – Year 7 India Day

After studying Sikhism 
in the first two terms 
this year it seemed 
appropriate to have an 
activity day designed 
to give Year 7 students 
a taste of the culture of 
India. They had a great 
time exploring Bhangra 
dancing; making a curry; 
creating Henna designs; 
Rangoli patterns  and 
watching an example of 
a Bollywood movie. 

We invited Jazz and 
Ricky, part of the Jugnu 
Bhangra Group based 
in Gravesend, to run 
a lively, noisy and 
physically demanding 
dance workshop based 
on dancing to the 
rhythm of the Indian 
drum.  This is real ‘man-
style’ line dancing and 
the students loved it – 
the boys outstepping 
the girls with the energy 
of the movements and 
shouting involved!  
Colourful costumes 
were shown off and put 
on – with some students 
managing to continue 
to dance in them!  All 
left exhausted but 
exhilarated. 

They also had the 
opportunity to produce, 

eat and take home a 
delicious vegetarian 
curry led by Mrs Harland, 
our Food Technology 
teacher with the able 
support of the Rev. 
Thomas and SEN dept 
where 110 Curries were 
cooked within 5 teaching 
periods.  Many couldn’t 
wait to consume their 
curries after they had 
been cooked.
    
Rangoli is a traditional 
spiritual, Indian art form 
decorating courtyards 
and walls of Indian 
houses, places of 
worship and sometimes 
eating places as well. 
They are symmetrical in 
design.  It can be drawn 
on the floor in front of 
the entrance of a house 
to welcome guests, ward 
off evil spirits and bring 
peace and harmony to 
the home. Students were 
encouraged to create 
their own symmetrical 
designs using hama 
beads and produced 
some lovely results. 
   

Henna tattoos date 
back over 5,000 years, 
and today are used 
as a popular form of 
expression for luck 
and happiness and 
can be found in many 

ceremonial practices, 
including marriages, 
births and battle.  The 
students learnt the 
meaning of the different 
symbols used and 
created their own line 
drawings on paper hands 
for a massive collage to 
be displayed in school.
Finally, amidst all the 
interactive activities, 
there was a quiet space 
to appreciate Indian film.  
‘Lagaan’ gave a glimpse 
of what life was like in 
India during the time of 
the British Empire.  The 
story revolves around 
a small village whose 
inhabitants, oppressed 
by high taxes, find 
themselves in an 
extraordinary situation 
as an arrogant officer 
challenges them to a 
game of cricket as a 
wager to avoid the taxes. 
The narrative spins 
around this situation 
as the villagers face 
the arduous task of 
learning the alien game 
and playing for a result 
that will change their 
village’s destiny.

Mrs Vafeas
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MFL Days

As part of the school’s Activities Week, the MFL department ran a Languages Day and a Spanish Day.  

These consisted of a number of different activities that ran throughout the day.  The Languages Day 

consisted of a quiz, pétanque, a poetry recital and a European Monument challenge.  In the afternoon 

everyone gathered together to see the results of the day and there was also some time for a bit of 

singing.  The Spanish Day was for Year 7 and had the aim of giving the students a head start for 

when they start learning the language next year.  There was a taster session where students learnt 

to introduce themselves and count to thirty, a quiz, a tapas tasting session, a business orientated 

activity and a salsa lesson, which for many was the highlight.  We were also joined by 9 Spanish 

teenagers from Language UK in Broadstairs who helped out by speaking to the students in Spanish 

and providing valuable cultural insights.

Lower School Reward Trip

The trip was for the students 
who had gained a platinum 
certificate for achievement.

As you can see, they all had 
a fab time on the beach after 
devouring 'fish and chips' 
then we went to the Granville 
to watch Maleficent.



18

A ‘taste’ of secondary school

Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School 
opened its doors to over 570 Year 5 
primary school students during the first 
two weeks of June, giving students a real 
insight into secondary school life.

Taster sessions, led by the science 
& technology departments, allowed 
students to develop a range of skills whilst 
improving their own understanding of the 
subjects. Students had the opportunity 
to make a fortune in Science during 
the ‘panning for gold’ activity, bake a 
scrumptious apple & cinnamon rock 
cake in the high-tech ‘Master-Chef’ style 
Food Technology room  & fabricate their 
very own pewter key fob with the Product 
Design team. Fun was had by all!

Feedback from visiting staff - “The 
children had an amazing time and a 
very worthwhile learning experience, 
which also fitted in with so many of the 
curriculum topics that we are studying at 
the moment.” 

“Students were enthused about the 
key-rings, finding gold and baking rock 
cakes; activities that are more difficult to 
do in the primary setting due to the lack of 
facilities. They all had a wonderful time.

I think the links with the local secondary 
schools are so important as it gives our 
children an invaluable opportunity to see 
what happens when they leave primary, 
so thank you very much for inviting us.

If you are interested in your school 
becoming involved in next year’s Year 
5 outreach programme (1st  June 2015 
onwards) please email kparkins@
ccgrammarschool.co.uk 
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Local primary schools 
came together at 
Chatham & Clarendon 
Grammar School to race 
their eco-friendly, self-
built, electric cars under 
the heat of the summer 
sun. ‘Greenpower, has 
been helping  schools to 
race since 2006. The aim 
is for our local primary 
schools to put together 
a group of Year 6 
students to plan, design, 
build and race electric 
cars. Each school 
– with the guidance 
of students from the 
grammar school build 
the cars from scratch. 
Mrs Collette of Christ 
Church Junior School 
said,

“It has been two or three 
months of preparation 
in order to get the kids 
and staff all on board 
with the various tasks 
needed to make the 

project work.”

The aim of the project 
is to give Year 5 and 
6 learners a taste of 
engineering while 
teaching them about 
friction, electricity, 
materials, maths and 
design technology. 
Another aspect of 
the work is the use of 
recycled materials, and 
teaching everyone to be 
environmentally aware. 
The St Saviour’s team 
transformed the car 
into a dragon with an 
eggbox head and used 
card scales, Herne Bay 
used old school jumpers 
to make the sides of 
theirs and Drapers 
Mill, who won the prize 
for presentation, had 
a Cadburys Heroes 
themed car using 
chocolate wrappers to 
decorate.

This year the children 
raced fantastically with 
fewer incidents than 
usual, much to the 
delight of the Chatham 
& Clarendon marshals. 
Herne Bay school won 
both the main race 
and the driving skills 
challenge, in which 
the children have to 
navigate a difficult track 
and stop in a designated 
box. 

Saint Saviours Primary 
School took home 
the trophy for overall 
winners. When asked 
to sum up the day in 
one word a children 
of the team came up 
with ‘ awesome!’ For 
a full report see the 
website at http://www.
c c g r a m m a r s c h o o l .
co.uk/48/latest-news/
article/205/greenpower



Masters

In 2012 I undertook a study with the then Year 9 (current Year 11) as part of my Masters degree.  

Students were taught a lesson about the biology of breastfeeding and I surveyed the opinions of 

students, teachers and parents about the teaching of this in schools.  Firstly, I would like to thank 

everybody again for their contributions to this.  I have now received my MA in education, so thank 

you for playing a part in this.

The study produced some very interesting results.  In general all parties were very positive and in 

particular the academic benefits of lactation as a biological process were recognised. Also, there 

were interesting points raised about the issues of gender and age.  As a consequence of the study 

I am going to be published in the next edition of the Journal of Human Lactation in a letter to the 

editor.   In the paper I call for more research in the area.  This is the culmination of over two years 

of work on this particular study so it is something I am very excited about. I think it is a wonderful 

thing that a study undertaken in the school, involving our students, has contributed in a small way 

to international academia.

Mrs. Rosen 20

ON-LINE Payment for 
School Trips and other 
school activities

We are pleased 
to announce the 
introduction of an on 
line payment system for 
parents.

We have learnt how 
difficult it is for 
some parents to 
make payments for 
school trips and other 
school activities. At 
school therefore, we 
have decided to use 
Schoolcomms to offer 
you an online payment 
method, which puts 
you in control of any 
payments.  You can 
access it at any time, 
track how much you 
have paid, what is 
outstanding and make 
payments directly to 
us using your debit or 

credit card.

Getting started

You will need to register 
for a School Gateway 
account from www.
schoolgateway.com. 
You will need to enter 
your email address and 
mobile number we have 
on record for you. 

When you have entered 
your email address and 
mobile number, select 
the Send PIN button, a 
PIN number will be sent 
to your mobile phone. 
You can then use this 
PIN number to log into 
the School Gateway and 
view/ make payments.

Payment requests

When there is money 
owing to the school, 
we can set up payment 

requests and you will be 
notified by text or email 
that there is a payment 
request available.  
Simply follow the online 
instructions through 
wizard pay.

On-line payments are a 
safe and secure means 
of paying for school 
trips and other school 
activities.

Please see our school 
website for further 
details on this new way 
of making payments to 
school.

Mr C Freeman
School Business 
Manager



Term Dates 2014 - 2015

Term 1 3 September – 24 October 2014

Term 2 3 November – 19 December 2014

Term 3 5 January – 13 February 2015

Term 4 23 February – 1 April 2015

Term 5 20 April – 22 May 2015

Term 6 1 June – 24 July 2015

 
Staff Development Days

3 September 2014

3 November 2014

20 April 2015

23 & 24 July 2015

Wanted 

School Uniform which you no longer need or want. If you have outgrown your uniform or 

are changing from Lower School Green to Upper School Black or from Upper School Black 

to Business Dress for Sixth Form please let me have your old uniform so we can recycle the 

clothing. We have some Uniform available if you wish to save some money - all items sell at 

£5 or I will exchange one piece for another if you would like!!
 
Items can be handed into either Chatham or Clarendon Site Reception and if you want to 

look at what is available to buy or exchange please contact Mrs Hurrell at the Chatham Site 

to arrange an appointment or pop in between 9 and 3 on a school day.
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Staff Goodbyes

This year we say goodbye to the following teaching staff: 

Mr M Birtchnell (MFL), Mrs C Edwards (PE), Mr M Hutchings (Humanities), Mrs V Joynson 

(Science), Mr A Mair (DT), Miss D Price (English), Mr M Stephens (Maths). Our thanks to 

them for all their hard work and their unstinting support of students and their many and 

varied contributions to the life of the school. Very best wishes to them all, whether they 

are going on to new jobs or leaving the profession for a new adventure!

We also say goodbye to two members of support staff, Mr D Freeman and Mr D Johnson 

and again our thanks go to them for contributing to the smooth running of the school and 

supporting the students.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very restful and sunny holiday! We look 

forward to seeing everyone back well rested and raring to go on Thursday 4th September.

© 2014 Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School


