
Newsletter
Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School

For all the very latest news log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk

As you will see from this newsletter the end of another busy 
term is almost upon us. Term ends on Friday at 1.30pm 
for Years 11,12 & 13 and 2.15pm for Years 7 - 10 (unless 
students are in detention in which case they will finish at 
3.15pm). We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

I hope you enjoy reading this Christmas edition:

Issue 07 - December 2014

• Christmas Concert - students 
star with their musical talent

• Charity News  - all the latest

• Social Action - updates on 
projects set up across the school

• Departmental news - items from 
the Chaplaincy, Maths & MFL

• Staff news - comings and 
goings

Christmas Concerts

Our annual Christmas Concerts took place on 10th & 11th December 
in the Chatham Assembly Hall. The packed audience was entertained 
by a range and variety of both traditional and very modern vocal 
performances, from the Coventry Carol to a Daft Punk Medley 
arranged by Pentatonix. 

The Senior Wind Band wowed us with three numbers including a 
tribute to the film Ghostbusters which is 30 years old this year.

The Jazz Band, led by Mrs Gibbons amazed us with three numbers 
including the Dolly Parton song 9-5 with vocals from Lydia Crosher, 
Chloe Hayter, Jo Pearson Farr and Arianna Ransley. 

The Ukulele ensemble made us all smile with their quirky performance 
of Royals by Lorde which involved playing ‘pass the ukulele’ at 
various points in the song.

Special mention should go to the following: the Wednesday Steel 
Pans group who performed despite the fact they have only been 
learning for five weeks! Joe Whelan who played the Cello in the string 
ensemble despite only learning it for two weeks! Alfie Lawrence who 
stepped out of his comfort zone to rap as part of his rendition of She 
Said by Plan B and Jordan Childs who conducted the Monday Steel 
Pans group.

This was a thoroughly entertaining evening showcasing the vast 
amount of talented students we have in the school which is why 
the school has such an excellent reputation not only in Thanet but 
further afield, for producing high quality music. My thanks as always 
goes to Ms Hollman, Mrs Gibbons, Mr Gibbons, Mr Randall and all the 
peripatetic teachers not only for their hard work but for supporting 
our children in developing their various talents. 1



Charity News
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8RPg Ice Bucket Challenge 
The girls decided it would be a good idea after the summer holidays to continue the ice bucket challenge 
idea by trying to get members of staff covered in icy water. They obtained 3 willing volunteers in Ms 
Harris, Mr Goodwin and Mrs Rockall plus a surprise guest of Mr Wakefield. 
All the Year 8s went round with boxes at break and lunch times to try and raise as much money as 
possible and the member of staff with the most money in their box would get wet. To help try and raise 
more money the staff involved agreed that if each member of staff got over £20 pound in their box they 
would all complete the ice bucket challenge. 
Ms Harris was quick out the blocks getting lots of donations from students but staff ensured Mr Wakefield 
quickly caught up and overtook. 
So after a rather nice Christmas lunch it was time to find out who would get wet. 
They managed to raise roughly £90 so all the staff volunteers ended up getting rather cold and wet on 
the Astro.
 
Well Done to 8RPg on a fantastic effort.

The school held a non-school 

uniform day in November in aid 

of Children in Need and raised 

£1349.32

Our 6th form students raised 

£111.51 for the British Heart 

Foundation.

A big thank you to all our 

students, staff and parents for 

continued support of our fund 

raising events.
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Christmas Jumper Day

On Friday 12th December lots of students and staff wore their Christmas 

jumpers to school to raise money for Save the Children.  There were a wide 

variety of both shop bought and creatively home decorated jumpers on 

display; so far we have raised over £850 for this very deserving charity.
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Christmas Lunch

Upper school students enjoyed their Christmas lunch in Clarendon hall on Friday. They were 
waited on by their Heads of House, Senior Tutor and 6th form prefects, with entertainment being 
provided by Lydia Crosher, Becca Gonzalez-Bello and Geary Allen.  A loud rendition of Rudolph 
the Red Nose reindeer was lead by Mother Christmas, Miss Donohoe.

On Monday 15th December 48 Year 10 students enjoyed a reward trip to Bluewater. They were able to practice their ice 

skating skills as well as pick up some last minute Christmas shopping.
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Step up to Serve Youth Social Action programme delivered by VAWK on behalf of the 
Cabinet Office began towards the end of the last academic year.  It involves students from 
both Upper and Lower School.
The students have met regularly, giving up their time, planning and taking part in projects. 
It is a great opportunity for our younger students to work with older students to achieve 
an end goal. A number of projects were suggested, discussed and turned down until clear 
plans were made.

One group have been collecting food for Porchlight and thanks to your support are able 
to put together a number of food hampers to help Porchlight over the Christmas period.
Another group chose to support Oasis.  They ran stalls at both the Summer and Christmas 
fair and held a non-school uniform day when students could either donate £1 or a toy. 
They were overwhelmed with support and the toys have been donated for use at Oasis’ 
playrooms, with new toys being used for Christmas presents. The group also donated a 
Christmas tree for the refuge. From the fairs and donations the group will be handing over 
£1154.97 and have asked Oasis to use this towards a Christmas party and for trips out for 
the children.

A celebration lunch event took place on 11th December, when the Social Action groups were 
visited by Andy Barrow, a wheelchair Paralympian. He captained the England wheelchair 
rugby team for the Beijing Olympics and was able to chat to students about his disability 
and overcoming diversity. The students were then able to participate in team activites.
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Civil Engineering Graduate Mike Frazer contacted the school back in July 

regarding his survey of every student in Kent to feedback information relating 

to their understanding, their interest and if they would be interested in finding 

out more about the profession of Civil Engineering.

The survey, sponsored by the Amey’s Civil Engineering Consultancy 

Maidstone office, will be used to map (based solely on school location) the 

interest in Civil Engineering across the many different schools as well as to 

provide the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) the statistical data to manage 

educational resources improving areas in which there is a low understanding 

whilst providing additional information and support to those areas which 

demonstrate a keen interest.

The results of the survey was collated, analysed and presented within an 

industry paper to be submitted to the Institution of Civil Engineers, the 

Chartered Institution of Highways & Transportation (CIHT) as well as subsidiary 

committees of these to highlight areas for improvement and demonstrate 

statistical trends.

By completing the survey, the students were entered into a prize for an iPad, 

and Hannah Collins won.
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Chaplaincy News

The time leading to Christmas continues to be a busy yet a productive season in recognising 
the need to prepare (Advent) for the Big Day. 
On the 1st December the Eucharist (Holy Communion) was celebrated the day after Advent 
Sunday marking the four weeks before Christmas with the first of our Advent candles 
being lit. The chaplaincy room now has been updated with new stained glass windows, 
comfy seats and uplighters.
On the 8th December an Advent Praise Evening was held at St George’s Secondary 
School arranged by the Thanet Schools Chaplaincy Group (TSCG). This event allowed 
students and their parents from local schools to join in with prayer and carols, adding 
prayer ribbons to the Christmas tree and to enjoy mince pies and cups of tea afterwards 
– approx. 50 people attended. Our Advanced Vocal Ensemble (AVE) sang three wonderful 
carols and they were very much appreciated by the audience.
The Chaplaincy Advent Charity was for Christian Aid whose advert this year reminds the 
world that “not every one born in a stable survives” which concentrates on the plight of 
the rural poor in Kenya where infant mortality remains high. The Year 13s contributed 
£74.67 which with government contribution doubles up to £149.34 - my thanks to them for 
their generosity.

Lastly, all students will enjoy a Carol Concert in the Chatham House Assembly Hall during 
last week of term where traditional carols and modern Christmas songs will be sung 
including musical contributions from our talented musicians.Wishing you all a joyous and restful Christmastide.
Reverend Thomas and Mrs S Jeffrey



Senior Inter-school Quiz

This year for the first time we have entered teams into the Inter-School Quiz Challenge.The Senior competition was this term and we took a team to St Edmund’s School in Canterbury. At the last minute the competition was changed to a knockout instead of a round robin. The first round was against Harvey Grammar school and our team started very well, gaining an early lead but unfortunately were caught and eventually beaten by their speed on the buzzers. Congratulations must go to Erastus Agutu, Lucy Taylor, George Delaney, Millie Walbank, Amy Coles, Josh Walton and Alistair Manclark, all of whom were a credit to the school.
We look forward to taking part again next year. 
Excellent results in UKMT Senior Challenge
Our Year 11,12 and 13 mathematicians achieved 3 Gold, 9 silver and 23 Bronze certifcates in this year’s UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. The best scores in each year and gold certificates were achieved by Chris Norwood (Year 11), Lloyd Taylor (Year 12) and Andrew Kerrigan (Year 13).
Andrew and Chris were invited to sit the follow on Senior Kangaroo challenge on 28th November.

The following students achieved silver Certificates:Year 13: Charlotte Crabb, Shadi Abushams, Karmen Murphy and Darren CastroYear 12: David Whatley, Joseph Shelley, Steven Jones, Callum Elliott, Harry Pennington

Well done to all of you!
 
Regional Finals of Senior Team Maths Challenge
Our fantastic team of sixth form further mathematicians went to Simon Langton Grammar School to participate in the regional finals of the UK Mathematics Trusts Senior Team Challenge. Charlotte Crabb, the team captain, said that the team performed very well together and enjoyed a variety of mathematical tasks which encouraged them to think outside the school syllabus, not to mention the complimentary cake. The other three students were Alice Quaife, Joshua Yeoman and Callum Elliott.

 

9



10

Kent County Council is consulting on the proposed changes to admission 
arrangements for Callis Grange Nursery and Infant School for intake in September 
2016. The proposal is to create a link for admissions purposes between Callis Grange 
Nursery and Infant School and St Peter-in-Thanet Church of England Junior School.
 
The consultation of the proposed changes will run until Tuesday 3rd February 
2015. The consultation documents for both schools can be found at www.kent.
gov.uk/admissionscriteria along with any other own admission authority school 
consultations. Responses should be made to kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk 
If paper copies are required, respondents should contact 03000 41 21 21 and ask to 
speak to the primary admissions department.
Responses will be collated and presented to Kent County Council’s decision making 
Cabinet . Its decision will then need to be ratified by the full County Council. Once 
determined the final admission arrangements will be placed on Kent’s website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/schooladmissions

Year 7 bowling

The maths department took year 7 boys and girls ten pin bowling. The pupils had a great time playing two games and collected data for their statistics project. After the trip they were busy in class summarising their data in tables and producing charts and graphs to explore whether there was an improvement from first game to the second. There was an overall winner on each day who will be presented with a bowling-related prize. The students’ project posters will be displayed in the school and a prize awarded to the best one.



Year 12 Trip to the Language Conference at University of Kent
On December 3rd Year 12 students who are studying French and Spanish went to the 
University of Kent to take part in a language conference.  The aim was to give the students 
a taste of university by giving them an insight into lectures and life at University.  During 
the day the students attended lectures on French cinema, Spanish literature, language 
and linguistics.  They also had the chance to learn some basic Italian and / or Chinese, 
the students particularly enjoyed the challenge of these lectures.  To finish the day the 
University student ambassadors shared their experiences of their year abroad, some 
talked about being English teachers in schools in France and Spain whilst others found 
work places further away in places such as the Dominican Republic. The students enjoyed 
the day and got a taste of what it is like to study languages at University.

Friends of CCGS
 
Another successful term for the Friends with a Quiz Night, Christmas Fair and Christmas 

Concerts contributing to funds which allow us to assist the School with little extras. Including 

paying for the coach for Upper School reward trip, pizza party for Year 8 tour guides, indoor 

games for Lower School and prizes in our free Christmas Puzzle Competition open to the 

whole school including staff (all carefully selected and differentiated for age of course!) 

during the last week of this term. And it’s not all about raising money, members of the 

Friends have all enjoyed planning and helping at the events often having a great deal of fun 

along the way; I would like to say Thank You to all those who have helped and gave up their 

time.
 
Our next committee meeting is on Wednesday 14th January at 7.00pm Chatham Site when 

we will be planning for the School Production, another Quiz Night and the Summer Fair - we 

hope you will join us.

 
Merry Christmas and Happy (Fundraising) 2015 to all !

 
James Powell
Chair 11



The internet – an inspiring and positive place
The internet is an amazing resource which enables children and young people to connect, communicate and be creative in a number of 
different ways, on a range of devices. However, the internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children’s use 
of technology can be a challenge. You may sometimes feel that your children have better technical skills than you do, however children and 
young people still need advice and protection when it comes to managing their lives online. 

Issues that your child may encounter on the internet will vary depending on their age and online activities. We have grouped potential online 
risks into these 4 categories.

Conduct:
Children need to be aware of the impact that their online activity can have on both themselves and other people, and the digital 
footprint that they create on the internet. It’s easy to feel anonymous online and it’s important that children are aware of who is able 
to view, and potentially share, the information that they may have posted. When using the internet, it’s important to keep personal 

information safe and not share it with strangers. Discuss with your child the importance of reporting inappropriate conversations, messages, 
images and behaviours and how this can be done. 

Content: 
Some online content is not suitable for children and may be hurtful or harmful. This is true for content accessed and viewed via 
social networks, online games, blogs and websites. It’s important for children to consider the reliability of online material and be 
aware that it might not be true or written with a bias. Children may need your help as they begin to assess content in this way. 

There can be legal consequences for using or downloading copyrighted content, without seeking the author’s permission.

Contact: 
It is important for children to realise that new friends made online may not be who they say they are and that once a friend is 
added to an online account, you may be sharing your personal information with them. Regularly reviewing friends lists and 
removing unwanted contacts is a useful step. Privacy settings online may also allow you to customise the information that each 

friend is able to access. If you have concerns that your child is, or has been, the subject of inappropriate sexual contact or approach by 
another person, it’s vital that you report it to the police via the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (www.ceop.police.uk). If your 
child is the victim of cyberbullying, this can also be reported online and offline. Reinforce with your child the importance of telling a trusted 
adult straight away if someone is bullying them or making them feel uncomfortable, or if one of their friends is being bullied online.

Commercialism: 
Young people’s privacy and enjoyment online can sometimes be affected by advertising and marketing schemes, which can 
also mean inadvertently spending money online, for example within applications. Encourage your children to keep their personal 
information private, learn how to block both pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing on devices where possible, and 

use a family email address when filling in online forms.

There are real advantages in maintaining an open dialogue with your child about their 
internet use. Not sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.

 Ask your 
children to 

tell you about 
the websites and 
apps they like 
to use and what 
they enjoy 
doing online.

 Ask them 
about how 

they stay safe 
online. What tips 
do they have for 
you, and where 
did they learn 
them? What is 
OK and not OK 
to share?

 Ask them if 
they know 

where to go for 
help, where to 
fi nd the safety 
advice, privacy 
settings and how 
to report or block 
on the services 
they use.

Encourage 
them to 

help someone! 
Perhaps they can 
show you how 
to do something 
better online or 
they might have a 
friend who would 
benefi t from their 
help and support.

Think about 
how you 

each use the 
internet. What 
more could you 
do to use the 
internet together? 
Are there activities 
that you could 
enjoy as a family?

1 4 52 3

Information and advice for parents and carers

Supportingyoung
people
online
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Early Warning! Severe Weather Guidance

As an Urban Campus we are particularly susceptible to the effects of bad weather.  Our staff and our 6th form 
students (plus a small number of KS4 students) have to travel between sites, which may be treacherous.  
Also many of our staff (and students) travel in from a long distance.  We must always be sure that the school 
site is safe; the Chatham site especially is difficult to clear if it has been snowing.
 
It is our aim to keep the school open wherever possible to minimise the disruption to student learning and 
parent/carers’ own arrangements. Please assume that the school is open unless you hear otherwise. Our 
aim will be that students follow a normal school day, however it may be necessary that students will follow 
an alternative timetable (this will depend on the number of staff in the school).  This means that they will 
probably complete revision work or some other worthwhile activity. 
 
We will try to keep the school open for the whole day, but if the bus and train companies inform us that they 
are likely to stop running, then it is likely we will need to close early OR if conditions deteriorate during the 
day we may take the decision to close early, to ensure all students can get home safely. We will send a text 
to parents in this case.
 
We suggest on these days that if there are issues with getting to and from school safely that the decision 
as to whether your child attends school is entirely up to you, however please inform the school if you are 
keeping your child at home.
 
On occasions where the school is forced to close completely, information about the closure will be on our 
school website and the following websites:

 • http://bbc.co.uk/kent
 • http://www.kentschoolclosures.co.uk/

Some polite reminders:

Uniform

If you are purchasing new items of uniform and are unsure about whether they conform to our uniform rules, please 
refer either to the policy on the school website or your son/daughter’s planner.

Behaviour to and from School

Our students are fantastic ambassadors for the school; however the public are only too eager to let us know if they 
misbehave either on public transport or walking to and from school.  Please encourage them to continue to behave in 
a manner which shows them off at their best!

Cigarettes, alcohol and energy drinks

Students are forbidden to smoke or drink alcohol and energy drinks on the school premises or grounds and on the 
way to and from school.

Year 11 Mock exams

Year 11 mocks were held between 1st and 9th December. These exams are very important to give Year 11 a taste 
of what to expect in the summer. The Year 11s behaved superbly throughout these exams and were extremely well 
organised (everyone remembered their calculator!). We will issue students with their timetable for their GCSEs in 
March when all the exam boards have confirmed their dates. It is likely that GCSE exams will start around May 6th 
(with the Art GCSE the week before).

Monitoring Reports

Students in all years (except Year 11) will receive monitoring reports this week. Year 11 students will receive theirs the 
first week back. Don’t forget if you are using our ‘My Child At School’ portal, then electronic copies of reports can be 
accessed there.



14

Staff Leaving

Mr Burney – Head of Economics, Leisure & Travel is retiring at Christmas after almost 23 years with 

us, we all wish him a long and happy retirement. I am sure he will be throwing his alarm clock away!

Mr Wakefield – (PE) is leaving to start a new adventure and we wish him good luck and expect a 

postcard once in a while.

Mr Bayford (Science) is leaving to go take up a post at Folkestone Grammar School for Girls.

Mrs Cartland (Sociology) is starting her maternity leave and we look forward to meeting her new 

arrival some time in January!

New Staff

Dr Pruitt has joined us to teach Economics and Leisure & Travel, Mrs Dyson will be starting in 

January teaching Science, Mr Wooldridge is joining the PE Department and Miss Norman will be 

covering Mrs Cartland’s maternity leave.
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Present	  

 

Dates: 5th, 6th, and 7th of February 2015 

In Chatham House Assembly Hall 

Tickets will be on sale at the start of January from Chatham House 

school office and in the music department. 

Adults: £6.50 

Children/Students/Concessions: £3.50 

For more information please contact agibbons@ccgrammarschool.co.uk	  


