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For all the very latest news log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk

Issue 02 - December 2013 !
✴ Carol Concerts - audiences 

wowed by talented musicians !
✴ St Nicholas - a very special 

visitor comes to CCGS !
✴ Charity News - students and 

staff raise money for good 
causes. !

✴ Big Bang! - Year 9 visit 
science and engineering 
event. !

✴ Kent Freedom Pass/ 16+ 
Trave l Card Holders - 
important information for 
students who use the scheme 
on page 6 

It does not seem two minutes since the year started and 
here we are a third of the way through what has already 
been a busy year. I hope you enjoy reading this 
Christmas edition of the Newsletter. 

N e w s l e t t e r

Carol Concerts !
Our annual Christmas Concerts took place on 11th & 12th 
December in the Hall at the Chatham House site. The audience 
were entertained by a range and variety of both traditional and 
modern vocal performances from Ding Dong Merrily on High to 
Bohemian Rhapsody! The Intermediate Band wowed us with 
three numbers including a versatile performance of ‘The Pink 
Panther Meets Batman’. The Senior Wind Band performed four 
numbers including Christmas at the Movies and the Jazz Band, 
led by Mr Gibbons, got feet tapping with ‘Heard it through the 
Grapevine’.  !
A special mention should go to 6th form students 
Isobel Cook, Lydia Crosher and Jo Pearson Farr 
who have stepped into the breach during Mrs 
Weedon’s maternity leave to teach the Steel Pans 
(Isobel) and the Junior Choir (Lydia & Jo); their 
students all performed magnificently. The evening 
was a resounding success and it is fair to say that 
everyone left feeling much more Christmassy than 
when they arrived! 
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Gymnastics success !
Madeleine Ballantine (Year 7) competed in a regional gymnastics competition on 
Sunday December 1st and won a gold medal. This makes her ‘Regional Novice 
Girls Champion born 2001’. Congratulations Madeleine!

St Nicholas Visits CCGS 

!
On the 11th December, the Year 7-9 Students were pleasantly surprised by the 

unannounced visit of St Nicholas during Assembly at St George's Church. With his 

trade mark "ho ho ho" and wearing his red cloak,  bishop's mitre (hat) and carrying 

his crozier, St Nicholas (b. 270) explained his origin as a humble and devout man 

living in Myra (Turkey) and coming to the aid of a man who could not afford his 

daughters dowry. Three girls volunteered to act as the daughters who received gold 

coins (chocolate ones on this occasion) dropped from the chimney of their house 

into their stockings as they were being warmed by the hearth fire. He reminded 

everyone that he is Father Christmas with the name Santa Claus originating from 

Saint Nicholas. He may be the person associated with the figure in 'Twas the night 

before Christmas' but more importantly his mission and generosity points continually 

to the greatest gift of Jesus being born at Bethlehem.  

!
I wish you all a blessed and peaceful Christmastide. 

!
Rev Thomas 



Strike! !
The Maths Department took the whole of Year 7 bowling in order to collect data 

for their statistics module. !
It was a fantastic event and great fun was had by all. The students all had 2 

games of bowling and recorded the number of pins knocked down each go by 

everyone in their group. They now have the task of analysing their data and 

producing a report about the bowling skills of the students in their group.
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Maths Lectures !
The Maths Department also took 27 Year 12 and 13 mathematicians to an outstanding day 
of mathematics and its applications at the Institute of Education, University of London. The 
students were treated to five inspiring talks by university lecturers, journalists and the 
celebrity maths author Simon Singh.  They discovered how the makers of The Simpsons and 
Futurama have used maths in their shows and how data is used and abused from Florence 
Nightingale to the banking crisis. The mathematics and implications for society of social 
networking and the amazing patterns underlying seemingly chaotic structures were also 
explored resulting in an ‘exciting and engaging unique day out’  
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Charity News 
!
A non-uniform day has raised £1142.80 for Children in Need and £1361.68 for the 

Philippines Appeal. 

!
Thank you to staff and students for their generous donations. 

!
The 6th form spent Friday 13th wearing their Christmas jumpers to raise money for 

Charity. 
!
Girls in 11KHg have been busy raising money for different charities this year. Led 

by Thea Barrett the girls have raised over £50 for the Pilgrims Hospice by selling wrist 

bands and teddies and key fobs etc. They held a chocolate raffle in aid of the 

Philippines disaster which raised over £70. 

!
At the Friends (PTA) Christmas Fair, Thea along with Kat Cutler-Mackenzie, Jordan 

Childs and Owen Crush set up a stall selling home-made cakes and sweets to raise 

money for Catching Lives, a Canterbury based charity who help the homeless. This 

stall raised over £30.
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Big Bang! 
!
One hundred and seventy Year 9  students attended the Big Bang Event at the 

Discovery Park, Sandwich, organised by EBP (Education Business Partnership) 

Kent. 
!
Students took part in various workshops and had the opportunity to visit 

numerous exhibits on offer, including science and engineering projects;  making 

glow sticks and coloured snow;  using cycle power to produce fruit smoothies; 

design a one bedroomed flat and wire up an alarm system.  

!
It was a busy, colourful, fun packed day with plenty of opportunity for hands on 

experiences from a wide range of employers, local and national businesses,  

universities and colleges. 

!
A film crew from Meridian were on hand and a short piece, showing some of our 

students, was shown on ITV.  Please find the link below: 

!
www.itv.com/news/meridian/update/2013-12-10/encouraging-kids-to-consider-

science/ 
!
Feedback from our students included “I never knew how many careers you could 

have.  There were lots of different experiments to try, lots of good resources and 

lots of interesting people and information!” 

!
A very successful trip with the students finding it interesting, informative and 

enjoyable.



Important information for Kent Freedom Pass/ 16+ Travel Card Holders

Reminder about Piercings !
Our school rules state ‘Students are not allowed any form of facial or body piercing with the 
exception of a pair of stud earrings but NOT ear stretchers. Students who persistently 
violate these rules can expect to be sent home until the piercing is removed and the 
school reserve the right to exclude’. !
Please be aware that should students return to school in the New Year wearing these types of 
piercings, they will be sent home.  We strive to support students both pastorally and academically 
to achieve their potential; however a significant amount of time is wasted dealing with students 
not abiding by our school rules.  As parents, can I ask that you please support the school in this 
matter. 6



Reminder!
Severe Weather Guidance!!
As an Urban Campus we are particularly susceptible to the effect of bad weather.  Our staff and our 6th form 
students (plus a small number of KS4 students) have to travel between sites, which may be treacherous.  Also 
many of our staff (and students) travel in from a long distance.  We must always ensure that the school site is 
safe; the Chatham site especially is difficult to clear if it has been snowing.!!
It is our aim to keep the school open wherever possible to minimise the disruption to student learning and 
parent/carers’ own arrangements.  Please assume that the school is open unless you hear otherwise.  Our 
aim will be that students follow a normal school day, however it may be necessary that students will follow an 
alternative timetable (this will depend on the number of staff in the school).  This means that they will probably 
complete revision work or some other worthwhile activity.  !!
We will try to keep the school open for the whole day, but if the bus and train companies inform us that they 
are to stop running, then it is likely we will need to close early.  OR if conditions deteriorate during the day we 
may take the decision to close early, to ensure all students can get home safely.  We will send a text to 
parents in this case.!!
We suggest on these days that if there are issues with getting to and from school safely that the decision as to 
whether your child attends school is entirely up to you, however please inform the school if you are keeping 
your child at home.!!
On occasions where the school is forced to close completely, information about the closure will be on our 
school website and the following websites:!!
✴ http://www.bbc.co.uk/kent!
✴ h"p://www.kentschoolclosures.co.uk/

Internet Safety !
It does not seem a week goes by when the dangers of the internet and social media sites are 
highlighted in national news items, so here are some reminders about how to keep your child 
safe when using these. All the four big internet providers, BT, Sky, TalkTalk and Virgin Media can 
provide you with parental control; they have useful videos to help you set the level of control that 
you feel is suitable for your child. Here is the link you need to find your providers parental control 
video: !
www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/parental-controls !
In order to keep children safe we would suggest that you set boundaries so that your child knows 
what you expect from their time online. Limit the time spent online and take regular screen 
breaks. Ensure they don’t share sensitive material like photos and messages that they would not 
share with you. Instil the dangers of divulging personal details like address, phone number and 
school online. !
Many sites used by children have the CEOP report button on the front page for your child to use 
if they are worried about anything inappropriate or use the website to report: www.ceop.police.uk. !
The Think u Know website also has useful information about staying safe for both parents and 
children www.thinkuknow.co.uk. !
The Internet Watch Foundation www.iwf.org.uk is the hotline for reporting illegal online content. 7



Please note that school will be closing 
early (2.30pm) on the last day of term.

Staff News 
!
Both Mrs Barnes and Mrs Harris are going on Maternity leave and we wish them both 

well with their impending new arrivals. 

!
Goodbyes: Mrs Bouaziz the Lower School Senior Tutor is leaving us after just over 12 

years at the school. She has worked tirelessly to support students both pastorally and 

academically, and will be sadly missed by both staff and students. She has lots of 

exciting plans to go travelling starting in January and we’re only a tiny bit jealous!! We 

wish her all the best for the future and look forward to receiving postcards at regular 

intervals. 
!
Finally the staff of CCGS wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

Follow us at:!

!
!  /ccgrammarschool!

!
Find us on:!
!
! Chatham & Clarendon     

! Grammar School!
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September 2015 Admission Arrangements 
!
As required in the School Admission Code, we are informing all relevant 

parties that the consultation for these Arrangements will take place between 

1st January 2014 and 1st March 2014. A copy of the consultation will be 

available on the Kent County Council and School websites for that period, if 

you would like a paper copy please contact Mrs Hurrell, Admission Registrar, 

i n w r i t i n g a t t h e C h a t h a m H o u s e S i t e o r b y e m a i l : 

registrar@ccgrammarschool.co.uk before 1st March. 

!
Any comments you wish to make should be sent to Mrs Hurrell by Monday 

3rd March 2014 as the Governors will be determining the Arrangements, 

taking into account any comments received, by 15th April 2014 in line with 

requirements of the Code. The determined Arrangements will then be 

available on our website.


