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We are now two thirds of the way through the school year and exam 
season is almost upon us. Students in Years 11 - 13 should have begun 
their revision and be utilising the extra support sessions that staff have put 
on for them. Details of revision classes are available on the school website. 
Please encourage your son or daughter to make the most of the Easter 
holidays to revise.

School Funding

You cannot have failed to notice that school funding (or lack of it) has begun 
to hit the headlines with ever increasing regularity. While the introduction of 
the National Fairer Funding Formula in September 2018 is most welcome; we 
estimate we will gain an extra £100,000 per year, however this will be wiped 
out by Government employer contributions to both teaching and non-teaching 
staff pensions which we estimate will be £145,000! 

To add insult to injury we will also be expected to pay the Apprenticeship Levy 
from April 2017 of £27,000 per year.

In addition we currently receive an Education Services Grant of £114,000 which 
is to fund services to support students, for instance school counsellors; this 
has also been removed with effect from 1st September 2017.

The rate per student we receive for 16 -19 year olds has reduced year on year 
for the last four years. Our 6th Form cohort represents a third of our school 
population – which of course has had a significant impact on the overall 
budget.

We have had to fund the introduction of new qualifications both at GCSE and 
A Level, all of which have required new textbooks, training costs and other 
resources.

The Government have not funded annual staff pay rises since 2013, despite 
them recommending that schools award pay rises in line with the national pay 
award which they themselves approve.

As you can imagine this leaves the school facing very difficult circumstances. 
We have tried to mitigate the impact of all of the above through a number 
of measures, such as; renegotiating contracts with external providers, 
restructuring of staffing, increasing class sizes, reductions in areas such as IT 
and staff training budgets.

All these actions have been taken in such a way as to protect our core business 
– the education of our students, however this is becoming extremely difficult 
to maintain.  The Senior Leadership Team are reviewing all possible avenues to 
ensure your son or daughter continues to enjoy a wide and varied curriculum. 
We will keep you informed of any future developments. As a school we are very 
grateful for all your support, particularly as you can imagine, contributions to 
our school fund!

I would like to pay tribute to the continued hard work of all the staff in these 
difficult times; a funding crisis does nothing to boost morale.
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Social Media

Last week we sent parents of students in Years 8-11 an email over our concerns 

about some students sexting. We are increasingly frustrated that, despite 

e-safety education, some students continue to use social media inappropriately; 

often as a means of sending horrible messages, using what can only be 

described as vile language. As a school we cannot be held responsible for 

students use of social media in their own time and in the comfort of their own 

homes. As parents it is your responsibility to ensure that your child is using age 

appropriate social media and using it in a way that you feel comfortable with. 

The acid test for students should be, would you be happy with your parents 

seeing what you are sending, if the answer is no, then don’t send it! With that 

in mind, below is a reminder about some of the internet/social media sites that 

your son or daughter may use and protocols for using social media safely:

• OoVoo - a video and messaging app, it allows video chats of up to 12 people 

at one time. You are required to be at least 13 years old before you can create 

an account.
• Skype - a video and messaging app. You are required to be at least 13 years 

old before you can create an account.

• Instagram - an online mobile photo sharing, video sharing and social 

networking service which enables its users to take pictures and videos and 

share them on a variety of social networking platforms. You are required to be 

at least 13 years old before you can create an account.

• Facebook - a social networking site. You are required to be at least 13 years 

old before you can create an account.

• Whats App – An instant messaging app for smartphones.  The user 

agreement requires users to be age 16 or older. Children often create ‘groups’ 

to which others join. This means that all information is shared with anyone 

who is in the group, so privacy is lost and in some cases strangers have been 

added to the group.

We understand that it is increasingly difficult to keep up with the ways that 

our children are using new and ever changing technologies. Our children are 

immersed in a society that has become dependent on powerful computers, 

including smart phones, iPads, interactive online games and virtual communities. 

Websites such as Facebook, Instagram, Skype, Whats App, Viber and OoVoo, 

to name but a few, offer fantastic opportunities for communication and social 

connections, however they are created with their audience in mind especially 

sites such as Facebook and Instagram which are specifically for those over 13 

years old. When monitoring your son/daughter’s internet use, please remind 

yourself of the concerns of social media:
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Social Media - continued

• Many sites use ‘targeted’ advertising and therefore your child could be exposed to adverts of a 

sexual or other inappropriate nature, depending on the age they stated when they registered. They 

may have lied about their age to get an account, making them appear older than they are, increasing 

this risk.
• Young people may accept friend requests from people they don’t know in real life which could 

increase the risk of inappropriate contact or behaviour. The general rule is, if they aren’t friends in real 

life, they shouldn’t be ‘friends’ online.
• Language, games, groups and content posted or shared on social media is NOT moderated, and 

therefore can be offensive, illegal or unsuitable for young people.
• Photographs shared by users are NOT moderated and therefore young people could be exposed 

to inappropriate images or post their own.
• Underage users might be less likely to keep their identities private and lying about their age can 

expose them to further risks regarding privacy settings and options.

• Social media sites can be exploited by bullies and for inappropriate contact.

• Social media sites cannot and do not verify their members, therefore, it is important to remember 

that if your son/daughter can lie about who they are online, so can anyone else.

Primarily, occurrences and reported incidents of misuse of social media sites happen at home, after 

school hours when children have access to web sites that are blocked in school. With this in mind, we 

feel it important to point out to parents the risks of unregulated use of such sites, so you can make 

informed decisions as to whether to allow your child to have a profile or not and when and how to 

monitor their use, particularly at night time. We strongly advise a device free bedroom policy after 

bedtime to allow for uninterrupted sleep and rest.

Although we cannot govern matters occurring out of school hours, we will take action if a problem 

comes to our attention that involves the safety or wellbeing of any of our students, including reporting 

the use of in appropriate images of young people to the police, as this is a legal matter. This also 

refers to inappropriate text messages.

Should you decide to allow your child to have an online profile we strongly advise you to:

• Check their profile is set to private and that only their friends can see information they post.

• Monitor your child’s use and talk to them about safe and appropriate online behaviour such as not 

sharing personal information and not posting or messaging offensive /inappropriate messages or 

photos.
• Monitor your child’s use of language and how they communicate to other people, ensuring profanity 

is discouraged.
• Have a look at advice for parents on the social media sites.
• Set up your own profiles so you understand how the site works and ask them to have you as their 

friend on their profile so you know what they are posting online.
• Make sure your son/daughter understand the following rules:
• Always keep your profile private.
• Never accept friend you do not know in real life.
• Never post anything which could reveal your identity including photographs wearing school uniform 

where possible.
• Never post anything you wouldn’t want your parents or teachers to see.

• Never agree to meet somebody you only know online without telling a trusted adult.

• Always tell someone if you feel threatened or someone upsets you.

We recommend that all parents visit the CEOP Think U Know website for more information on keeping 

your child safe online www.thinkuknow.co.uk, www.net-aware.org.uk and

www.getsafeonline.org

Thank you for your support. 3



GCSE Science Live

On 10th February a group of Year 11 students went to ‘GCSE Science live!’ at the London Victoria 

Apollo.  Our first speaker was Dr. Kate Lancaster whose talk on ‘How does nuclear fusion actually 

work’ explained the possible future of energy production.

 
This was followed by Dr. Maggie Aderin Pocock who gave an inspiring talk about her wish to live 

on Mars (as long as her daughter came too).

 
Prof Lord Robert Winston gave an amusing talk about his work in fertility.

 
Prof. Andrea Sella, in his talk entitled ‘Strange Ice’ demonstrated how the melting ice caps will 

have dire environmental consequences. His talk included an explosive 

demonstration of increasing the pressure on 

dry ice to turn it to a liquid state. 

 
Finally there was a talk by Prof. Steve Jones 

on the wonders of DNA called ‘Nature, nurture, 

or neither.’ 
 
Two sessions on exam success were given by 

chief examiner Stewart Chenery explaining 

common mistakes that students make in 

their exams and how to maximise marks in 

questions. 
 
All in all it was an inspiring day and our 

students were, as ever, a credit to the 

school.

Maidstone Hospital Academic Centre

Ten students were invited to attend the Maidstone Hospital Academic Centre 
for the day where a host of professionals were on hand to support and deliver 
some state of the art, high tech activities and offer information regarding next 
steps, training opportunities and progression routes within the NHS. 

All the students enjoyed the challenges set and found the day very inspiring.
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Thanet Music and Drama Festival

The Thanet Music and Drama Festival is a month-long competitive celebration of the performing 

arts, staged in various venues throughout Thanet and judged by independent outside professional 

adjudicators (experts in their own fields). It is open to anyone, young and old, whether they have 

lessons in that art or not. Groups (dance troupes, choirs, orchestras etc.) also enter.

More students from CCGS enter the festival than from any other state school. It is usually a most 

rewarding experience, giving entrants confidence and drive, and gaining them valuable advice 

from the adjudicators.

Speech and Drama always begins the festival, and we have several competent performers in both 

areas. Kabelan Naguleswaran (Year 9), Kareshram Mohanaram (Year 8), Ruby Lydford (Year 8), 

Reginold (Year 9) and Reynard Baskaran (Year 8) all took part in several speech classes (prose 

reading, poetry recital etc.). All but Kabelan entered the public speaking class. The adjudicator 

said that this was the highest standard she had EVER seen in such a class and that ANY of 

them would have normally won had the rest of the competitors not been so strong. Ruby and 

Reynard came 3rd with 88 and Reggie 2nd with 89, the winner getting a rare 90. Reggie and 

Reynard did consistently well and were awarded the Lanes Cup for a high aggregate. Jed Silk 

(Year 7) competed in the popular Monologue class and won against students older than him. 

Niamh Edgington (Year 10) took part in both speech and drama classes, and not only won her 

prose-reading class, but also her Monologue class with her moving portrayal of Anne Boleyn. 

Her score of 89 won her the Gold Cup for Dramatic Achievement, and she performed the piece 

again at the Gala Concert in Birchington where the trophies were awarded by Councillor Peter 

Shaw, Mayor of Broadstairs and St. Peter’s.

Piano followed the following Saturday, and although we had fewer entries than usual from school, 

CCGS still made an impact. Freddie Askew (Year 9) and Shiam Srikumar (Year 9) both took part, 

Hannah Baker played in several classes and won the Junior Cup, and Laura Scott (Year 10) won 

no less than three awards; the Senior recital prize, Ann Worden Trophy, and the Millennium Cup.

CCGS students dominated the Vocal classes during the next week. Maedhbh McCabe (Year 7) took 

part in several classes, and she and Madeleine Doody (Year 7), Katie McNally and Beth McKeand 

(Year 9) all performed wonderfully in the class for Musicals (13 and under). In the equivalent 

class for 16 and under, Imogen Downey Edwards (Year 10) fought off excellent competition from 

her peers, Kaden Pearce, Alfie Lawrence and Daisy Shingles (Year 11) to win the class and the 

Regan Cup. And on the final class on Friday, Lucy Karczewski (Year 12) gave a mesmerising 

presentation to win the Light Opera Cup for the 18 and under category, beating other great 

performances from Lucy Taylor and Bethan Fahy (Year 13), and Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley (Year 

12). Bethan competed in another two classes and won the much coveted Rosebowl for solo 

song, and Kayleigh was in a further five classes and won the “Own choice Metronome” and the 

Eileen Vesey Memorial for folk-song.

Maedhbh McCabe (Year 7) and Johann Giesecke (Year 12) both did well in their instrumental 

classes (recorder and trombone respectively) and it was good to see Kine Thompson and 

Madeleine Doody (Year 7) and Oliver Jones (Year 8) in the dance section. Kine and Oliver both 

won trophies.

The entire festival ended on Saturday with the prestigious Gala Concert at the Centre in 

Birchington, attended by local dignitaries. The trophies were awarded during the evening, and 

the crème de la crème were asked to perform. This year, Bethan Fahy, Johann Giesecke, Niamh 

Edgington, Laura Scott, Kine Thompson and Hannah Baker all performed. 

CCGS making its mark on the performing arts of Thanet… 5



Senior Larkin Music Cup

Following the Senior Larkin Music Cup competition we saw, as usual, an incredible 

amount of talent.

The House results were:

1st MS
2nd TS
3rd RP
4th KH

Individual prizes were as follows:

6th Form

1st   (joint) Oren Valek (TS) and Bethan Fahy (RP)

2nd  Mel Karczewski
3rd  (joint) Jake Robinson (KH) and Jake Warner (TS)

Year 10 and 11

1st Poppy Hooker (TS)
2nd Taylor Cousins (TS)
3rd (joint) Linley Rich (TS), Alfie Lawrence (MS) and Kaden Pearce (MS)

Ensembles
 
1st (joint)  MS Ensemble and KH Ensemble

2nd (joint) Daisy Naisbitt and Alistair Manclark (MS) and Johann Giesecke and Josh 

Walton (MS)
3rd Linley Rich and Matilda Lailey (TS)

Highly Commended
  
Peter Clapham
Archie, Harry and Daisy
Alistair Manclark
Alfie, Kaden, Orla and Sam
Amber, Archie, Issy, Bethan and Peter

Oren and Simeon
Olly Saunders
Joe Parrish
Jacob Gardner
Chloe Lewer
Olly and Kayleigh
Owen and Jonathon
Bethany Lloyd
10TSg ensemble
Orla and Charlotte

Well done to ALL those who took part! 6



Chaplaincy Corner

When Spring arrives there is always a sense of new beginnings with daffodils bursting 

out, pink blossoms adorning stark branches and the buds of leaves beginning to appear 

and all this happening on the grounds of the upper school site.

By the time the holidays are over the Easter season will have begun and for the bewildered 

and startled disciples on that very first Easter Sunday there was a new beginning when 

they encounter the risen Jesus. The old order had changed and a new hope made them 

rejoice.

For our students this is also a tough time as they give up their freedoms to revise for 

their examinations so that the result days in August also mark a new moment in their 

lives.

New beginnings beckon for me also and after 13 wonderful years teaching and being 

chaplain I am moving on to parish ministry in the Barham Benefice near Canterbury. As 

teachers we often have new or epiphanic moments when we see our students flourish 

and I think for any teacher moving on it is the day to day interactions with our tutees that 

will be very much missed.

I am pleased to say that Dr Sutton-Jones will become the new Head of Religious Studies 

and the school chaplaincy will be led by Mrs Jeffrey and Mrs Rosen. I would like to thank 

all my colleagues for all their support over the years and I wish the school every success 

and good blessings for the future. As could be said: Floreat Domus Chathamensis et Ex 

Humilbus Excelsa.

Rev Stefan Thomas
aka RevT

Pilgrims Hospice Margate visit 23rd March 2017

Year 11 RS students spent time at our nearest hospice in conjunction with their 

GCSE course revision on Medical Ethics. This involved a talk about hospice work 

by Ken, the chaplain (spiritual coordinator), and Sophie, the social worker, with a 

chance to ask meaningful questions not just from the academic side of school life 

but of real pastoral concerns. In touring the hospice and spending time with the 

day patients in the common room the students enabled smiles among those they 

spoke to followed by light refreshments. It is not easy going to a hospice for the first 

time especially in our current culture and media where death is not expressed well 

or hidden away. The students noted how relaxed the staff and patients were and 

they were excellent ambassadors for the school. A collection for further funding 

was given.

N.B. Did you know that hospices receive less than 25% funding from the government 

and still need to find on average another £11 million a year? 7



Computer Science Cup Winners

Congratulations to Lily Brim, Lottie Holmes, 
Anna Baker and Lee Burton who won the 
Computer Science Cup for Knight Heath.

The Year 9s were tasked with the challenge 
to design a software application which 
helps society. We had a lot of thoughtful and 
innovative entries, but in the end we decided 
to award them the cup, as the level of detail 
from this entry was stunning. We liked the 
idea of a charity based application which 
attracted people to give money to a range of 
charities and in return the user could gain 
access to a range of interesting content, 
which would in turn attract the user to give 
more. The judges from the department were 
very impressed with the hard work which 
had gone into the entry, as well as the level of 
detail which described how the application 
worked, and how it would be successful. A 
range of detailed designs were produced.

Well done to the winning students and to everyone else who worked hard on their designs!

Family Quiz Show

Gameface Productions are currently making a Family Quiz show pilot for ITV and are looking for 

families to take part.
 
They are looking for families 
who love quizzing and have 
a keen interest in general 
knowledge.

The family members can 
be any relation but must be 
made up of three members 
that span three generations 
(kids/parents, step-parents, 
aunts, uncles/grandparents).
 
The Quiz Show is a pilot so 
won’t be broadcast on TV 
but will be a fun day for the 
family and a look behind 
the scenes to see how a TV 
show is made.
 
Skype auditions will be held in the next few weeks and filming will take place outside of 

school hours in the Easter holidays. 8
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Old Ruymians

On February 22nd 2017, I met with Mr John Copeland who is the Secretary 

for the Old Ruymians Club. The Old Ruymians Club is a club for former 

students and staff of Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School, Chatham 

House Grammar School and Clarendon House Grammar School. The 

Club has over 300 members and meet periodically at school.

I was delighted to receive a cheque, donated by the Old Ruymians 

Club and presented to me by Mr Copeland, for £4,000.

The donation will go towards the costs of refurbishing the Media 

Studies Suite in the 6th Form Centre and towards the hugely 

successful production of Jesus Christ Superstar which Mr Copeland 

enjoyed attending.

On behalf of the students and staff of the school, I would like to offer my deep felt thanks 

for this generous donation.

I would also like to offer my sincere thanks to the Old Ruymian Lodge 

who presented me with a donation of £1,150.  A presentation took 

place on March 21st 2017 in the Library with Mr Tony Taylor (CHS 

1954-57), Mr Andrew Findley (CHS 1987 – 1994), Mr Peter Landi (CHS 

1947-1954) and Mr Steven Hayes.

The donation will be used to purchase two glass presentation 

cabinets and towards a sixth form project.

The photo shows from left to right – Mr Tony Taylor, Mr Chris 

Freeman, Mr Andrew Findley and Mr Peter Landi.

Chris Freeman
School Business Manager

Staff leaving

We are saying good bye to Reverend Thomas, who is leaving us to take up the position of Priest–in-

Charge for the Barham Downs Benefice. We are very sorry to see him go; not only have many students 

benefitted from his teaching expertise and guidance as Head of RE; he has also been a great support to 

both staff and students in times of emotional and spiritual need. We wish him every success in his new 

role.

And Finally...

School will close on Friday 31st at 

1.30pm for Years 11-13 and 2.15pm for 

Years 7-10. 

The new term re-commences on 

Wednesday 19th April at 8.40am. We 

wish all students a safe and restful 

holiday.


