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• Visits to New York, Disneyland 
Paris and many more - reports on 
trips far from and closer to home.

• Physical Theatre Workshop - 
Sixth Form Students benefit from 
professsional’s visit.

• Hola - Spanish students visit 
CCGS

• Computing - Student performs 
well in national competition

• Music and Drama - the very 
latest from our talented students

• Lower School Arts Cup - 
showcase of work from younger 
members of the school.

• Books to Africa - donation to 
charity of textbooks

• Chaplain’s Corner - seasonal 
message from Rev. Thomas

• Social Media Evening - 
informative event for parents

• Notices - the very latest 
from CCGS including updates 
concerning building works and 
upcoming events

In February 2016 a group of Year 11s and 12s went on a trip 
to New York with Mrs Wright, Mr Adelsberg, Mrs Hood and 
Mr Wright. We flew from Heathrow airport to JFK on the 11th 
of February 2016. When we got there we went straight to 
the hotel and then went to Times Square in the evening for 
a meal in Bubba Gump. The food was great and the waiters 
were nice and they put on a Forrest Gump themed quiz 
with prizes. We also spent the first evening walking around 
Times Square looking at the shops and lights, which were 
amazing. 

On the second day we went on a bus tour of Manhattan, 
Queens and Brooklyn, we stopped off at Central Park 
and saw the John Lennon memorial. We also stopped at 
Grand Central Station and had a look around which was 
very interesting and large inside. We thirdly stopped at the 
Brooklyn Bridge (in Brooklyn) and got spectacular photos 
of our group standing in front of the Manhattan skyline. The 
bus tour finished at the 9/11 memorial to pay our respects 
and then we went to get our own lunch which was fun as we 
got independence. After the bus tour we got on the Staten 
Island Ferry to see the Statue of Liberty which is an iconic 
landmark and was incredible to see.  In the evening of day 
two we went to Times Square again and had our own few 
hours of shopping time.

On day three we went to The American Museum of Natural 
History where the film ‘Night at the Museum’ was set. 
We wandered around the museum in our own groups, 
and got to choose which ever sections of the museum 
we wanted to look at. This was a very interesting 
experience as there were many animal displays, which 
were very interesting to me personally. In the evening 
we went to the top of the Rockefeller Centre to get a 
view of the city at night. The view was spectacular 
and we all got lots of amazing photos even though the 
temperature reached -17 degrees.  
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New York Trip Cont.

After this amazing experience we went 

for a dinner at Planet Hollywood. The 

food was again brilliant. We had a 

choice but I personally went for the 

cheeseburger as I felt as though I had 

to have one while in America, and this 

was a good choice. In Planet Hollywood 

there was also lots of memorabilia 

from famous Hollywood films such as 

Titanic which was cool to look at.

The next day started in Queens at the 

Museum of the Moving Image which 

was very interesting as there was a 

lot about how our brain processes 

moving images and how they are 

created in films. Whilst at the Museum 

of the Moving Image we also had a 

programming lesson on ‘Scratch’ 

which was a fun experience. We then 

went to our surprise attraction which 

was the One World Observatory, 

the tallest point in the Northern 

Hemisphere. We went 100 floors 

up, right to the top where we got an 

amazing view of the city and could see 

throughout the skyscrapers and even 

the Statue of Liberty. That evening we 

went for dinner at the Hard Rock Café 

and then went to see Les Miserables 

on Broadway, where we were sat in 

the front row. This was an incredible 

experience and the performance was 

amazing.

On the final day we went up the Empire 

State Building, where there was again 

another beautiful view of the whole city 

including Central Park. After this we 

went to Macy’s, the biggest department 

store in the world and spent time 

shopping around Macy’s and 34th 

Street. While shopping we were also 

able to purchase our own lunch which 

was good. When we came out of Macys 

to go back to the hotel it started to 

snow quite heavily, which made the 

whole city even more amazing. When 

we got back to the hotel we grabbed 

our bags and made our way back to the 

airport where our plane was delayed 

for 40 minutes due to the snow.

The whole experience was run really 

well and we saw some amazing 

things that none of us will ever forget.  

Thank you to all the staff for making it 

such a fun, memorable experience 

for everyone 

involved.

By Jon 

Town and 

Tia Duff. 
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Disney

The annual Year 10 Maths and MFL trip to Disneyland and Paris took place just before February half term. This year a total of 75 students travelled to Disneyland Paris and stayed in the Hotel Cheyenne for four days. During our time there we saw the fantastic Buffalo Bill Wild West Show, spent a day in Paris looking at the sights which included a trip on the Bateaux Mouches, attended two maths lectures and a workshop and last but not least spent time in the two Disney Parks. Great fun was had by all and the most frequent comments on the feedback sheets were, can we do this again next year and why could it not be for five days?

Reward Trip

A group of Year 10 students enjoyed a 
trip to Bugsy’s Bowling in Cliftonville, 
in recognition of their hard work. 
The competition was on for students 
to score a strike with Knight Heath 
students winning.  Caitlin Godden 
10MSg won a Platinum certificate for 
the highest score of 123 in the game. 
Many thanks to the Friends of CCGS 
for helping fund transport for the trip.
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GCSE Science Live!
 
On 26th February a group of Year 11 students went to ‘GCSE Science Live!’ at the 
London Apollo, Victoria.  The event was a series of lectures from leading scientists 
which were interesting and inspiring.  The first to speak was Professor Jim Al-Khalili, 
who talked about whether time travel is possible.  He made the idea of black holes 
and time dilation very easy to understand.  Next up was Dr. Lucie Green.  She told the 
audience about upcoming space missions to investigate the possibility of life in other 
parts of the solar system.  She even had a 3D printed replica of one of the instruments 
that her team was designing for one of these missions.  After a break the wonderfully 
entertaining Professor Lord Robert Winston talked about reproductive biology, such as 
genetic screening, blocks to polyspermy and fertility.  A new speaker at these events, 
Professor Richard Fortey, was next.  He talked about his work on trilobite fossils and 
the amazing diversity that can be shown in these organisms.  He also told the audience 
about the travels that a paleontologist can experience when they work in the field.  The 
last session was kicked off with a talk on exam success from examiner Stewart Chenery, 
where he showed common mistakes that cost students marks in their GCSE exams.  
Finally Professor Andrea Sella spoke about ‘How the tiger got its stripes’, by showing 
us some fascinating oscillating reactions that highlighted the process within reactions.  We all thoroughly enjoyed the day and even the teachers learned a lot! 

Maths Feast
Friday 4th March saw a group of 4 Year 
10 students travel to Canterbury to take 
part in a Maths Feast run by the Further 
Maths Support Network.
The day was organised into five sections 
where students competed against twelve 
other Kent schools over a series of 
problems, including looking at Imaginary 
Numbers. The Chatham & Clarendon 
team gained first place in the section 
entitled Petit Fours.
A great day was had by all. 4



Thanet District Council Visit

On Tuesday 15th March, Ms Harris 

and Mrs Hewett took the Lower 

School Council representatives to an 

awareness event at Thanet District 

Council, Margate.

Firstly, the students had an introduction 

from the Council Leader followed by 

a presentation from a representative 

from Democratic Services on how the 

council is elected, your right to vote, 

different levels of the council and budget spending 

and prioritising which the students did an exercise on.  The students then did this 

exercise with their tutor group the following day during tutor time.   

There were also presentations from Kent Police regarding antisocial behaviour, Kent 

Fire and Rescue on road safety and Operational Services, in particular recycling.

All students engaged well in discussions and gave very positive feedback on their 

visit.

They all returned to school with a better understanding of the different services 

and a goody bag!!

Physical Theatre Workshop

On 8th February, 6th Form drama 

students had the exciting opportunity to 

take part in a physical theatre workshop, 

combining physical drama, dance and 

music skills. The day long workshop 

was led by Vinicius Salles, a graduate 

of the ‘Martins Pena’ Performing Arts 

school in Brazil.  Both upper and lower 

6th Form students had the chance to work 

alongside the professional - a dance teacher 

and rehearsal director from the multi-award 

winning Jasmin Vardimon Company based 

in Ashford.  It was ‘a great experience’ for 

all involved, trying out intricate work and 

learning pieces of the company’s repertoire; 

and will certainly aid students with their 

forthcoming drama examinations.  Another 

success for drama at CCGS! 5



Spanish Networking

At the end of February students from Year 10 

invited a group of visiting Spanish students 

from Languages UK to spend time with us 

at the upper school site for a few hours. We 

enjoyed an afternoon of Spanish chat, games 

and networking. The students thoroughly 

enjoyed having the opportunity to practise 

their Spanish with native speakers and were 

able to swap stories about life at school in 

England and at their school in Spain. Some 

students even attended a dance evening at 

Languages UK to network and practise their 

Spanish even more!

Computing - Alice Wilkening

I won second prize in a National Computing 

Competition. The Ada Lovelace Competition was 

organised by the National Museum of Computing 

(TNMOC) to celebrate Ada Lovelace’s 200th birthday 

and to encourage teenage girls with an interest in 

computing. 

Ada Lovelace is generally regarded as the first 

‘computer’ programmer in the world. Born in 1815, 

Lovelace was educated in science and mathematics 

something which was highly unusual for females 

of her era. A remarkable thinker, she went on to 

become the author of an historic paper about 

Charles Babbage’s designs for a nineteenth century 

computer, which contained what many think of as 

the first ever computer program.

The competition required me to write an imaginative 

letter to Ada Lovelace to inform her of the progress 

of the computer, and what technology is like now 

thanks to her innovation. I was lucky enough to 

win second prize nationally in the 13-15 age group. 

Over half term I went to the museum at Bletchley 

Park to collect the prize and was given free tickets 

to spend the day at the museum. 

When we arrived I was surprised to find the prize 

was a Samsung Galaxy Note and some informative 

books on Computing and Ada Lovelace. The 

museum itself was very interesting; it had nearly 

everything from early computers, the Tunny and 

Colossus code breaking machines from the WWII, 

the first video games right up to the cutting-edge 

technology of today. I am now more motivated 

than ever to complete my GCSE in Computing! 6



Jazz Workshop on Friday 11th March 2016

 
The jazz band and other musicians were lucky enough to be tutored for the whole day about 

jazz and improvisation by expert Joe Browne, a Kent saxophonist who studied music at 

Berklee in America - the best jazz college in the world.

 
They workshopped different musical forms in jazz and performed Miles Davis’ ‘All Blues’ at 

the end of the day.
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Choir sing at Wembley Arena - 3rd March 2016

 
Eighty students from our main school choir travelled to Wembley Arena to join thousands of 

other students all singing together alongside special guests Bars and Melody and Callum Scott 

from Britains Got Talent. Our Advanced Vocal Ensemble had previously won a competition to 

be the only school to have their own individual spot on stage and thus sung to 8,000 people 

which was amazing! Well done Advanced Vocal Ensemble and to all the students taking part.
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Thanet Music and Drama Festival 

CCGS had another great year at the annual Thanet Music and Drama Festival 

with students in 4 of the five sections. 

Eight of our students entered the Speech and Drama section, all were placed, 

and Reginold Baskaran, Reynard Baskaran, Kareshram Mohanaram and 

Niamh Edgington all won classes.

Seven further students took part in the Piano section, four of whom; Bethia 

Carter, Martha Carter, Freddie Askew and Jake Stevens all won trophies. Jake 

played in the Gala Concert in front of all the Thanet Mayors and Sir Roger 

Gale who presented the awards (being the festival’s president).

But we went a step further in the Vocal section… Our students did 

FANTASTICALLY winning almost every cup for which they were eligible!

Melodie & Lucy Karczewski won the duet class. 

Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley the Folk class for 16 and under, the Art Song for 18 

and under, and the Vocal Solo class for 16 and under, Bethan Fahy the Folk 

class for 18 and under, and the Vocal Solo class for 18 and under. She came 

3rd in the musicals’ song for 18 and under.

In the Musicals’ class for 13 and under, Bradley Bissett came 1st, and Katie 

McNally 2nd and for the 16s and under, they swept the board with Lucy 

Karczewski 1st, Talia Pearce and Kayleigh Stevens-Keatley 2nd, and Melodie 

Karczewski 3rd.

Kayleigh won 3 cups, Bethan 2, and Bradley and Lucy 1 apiece. 

As TMDF secretary and Speech & Drama convener, I should be neutral 

(though I have no say in the judging) but I always feel so proud of students, 

and privileged to be part of this school. Not only do they all perform to such a 

high standard, but they are a credit to the school in the way they behave and 

in their support of one another.

Now we’d just like all those who play instruments to enter too… Come and 

talk to me and we might see you picking up a cup at next year’s Festival…

Mrs Myhill
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Lower School Arts Cup

The Lower School Arts Cup proved to be a success once again with so many students wanting to see the work of their peers. 
Each House produced an amazing display and our guest judge, Mrs Laven, once again had an extremely tough job!!
 
However, in the end the results were as follows: 
1st           TS
2nd          RP
3rd           KH
4th           MS
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Books To Africa

On 18th February the school donated 35 boxes 

of old, out of date text books, to the Charity 

“Books To Africa”, by delivering them to their 

depot in Dover.

“Books To Africa” was founded in January 2012 

by Tonson, Chumang, Gideon and Precious 

Sango following a trip from the United Kingdom 

to their native communities in Nigeria. They 

were moved by the lack of educational materials 

and facilities in public primary and secondary 

schools. They decided to help by collecting 

books from their colleagues in the United 

Kingdom and donating them to students and 

teachers in Nigeria. Today, “Books To Africa” 

provides educational materials, training and 

funding to support schools and educational 

organisations across Africa. BTA is transforming 

the quality of education for thousands in Africa 

in a sustainable and environmentally friendly 

way.



11

Social Media Information Evening for Parents 
This was our first information evening for parents, which was held on 15th March and dealt with the issues surrounding the increasing use of social media by teenagers. 
Parents helped themselves to tea and coffee, and were provided with a presentation into the risks that were associated with the use of social media today. We then broke out into groups and looked at a range of videos which described to parents some tips on identifying and dealing with potential problems in using Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. Finally we rounded up the evening by discussing how to classify the applications so that they can be evaluated quickly and easily. 
This successful evening was also attended by students whom discussed their own experiences and special thanks goes to Clifford Beak, Joshua Hughes, Ellis Humpheryes, Xander Reay and Matthew King, all of whom provided a valuable insight into the ways in which teenagers use social media applications.

Chaplain’s Corner

Approaching Easter means enjoying the extended evening light which is well worth the 

sacrifice of losing an hour’s sleep on Easter Eve as the clocks go forward one hour.  

We begin to feel more cheerful as we shake off the winter gloom and we have already 

enjoyed the earlier than normal Spring bloom of snowdrops and daffodils.  The week 

running up to Easter is known as Holy Week in the Christian Calendar and it starts with 

promise and hope as Jesus is greeted triumphantly through the city gates of Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday, which some of our students celebrated with their own ‘Palm Monday’ 

Eucharist. For Jesus’ disciples they must have felt that they were treading a path leading 

to a greater glory only for a few days later to be cut short through betrayal, arrest and 

crucifixion.

Recently a group of our Year 10 

students visited the Pilgrims 

Hospice in Margate as part of 

their RS GCSE Medical Ethics 

learning.  Many were apprehensive 

for it meant confronting a place 

where death sometimes occurs; 

nevertheless, they chatted and 

laughed with the day patients and 

I was proud of how mature and 

caring they were in those brief 

encounters.  In the face of terminal 

decline and inevitable death, 

memories of years long ago were 

resurrected and joyfully shared 

and with good humour.

I wish all students, their families and the whole of the school community a blessed 

Eastertide and a sense of risen joy, for Christians will proclaim on Easter Sunday - “He 

has risen indeed!”

Rev S.C.Thomas
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Building Works

We have exciting news to share regarding our school buildings. The school has received an improvement 

grant of £2,144,000 to repair the roofs, walls and windows at the Chatham site and Clarendon site.

The works commenced on March 14th 2016 and will take 12 months to complete. Unfortunately, due to the 

restrictions that the building works will place on the school, we will not be able to provide any parking spaces 

for parents or visitors to the school site from this date. 

If you are visiting the school, please could you utilise the public car parks located at Cannon Road or Meeting 

Street. Alternatively, there is free on street parking available within a five minute radius of the school.

Further details can be found on the school’s website.

Grand Auction and Grand Auction 

Raffle

Fund raising for a new IT and Media 

Studies Suite at the Sixth Form Centre

Staff and students at Chatham & 

Clarendon Grammar School are pleased 

to announce their intention to raise 

funds which will enable a new IT and 

Media Studies suite to be created in the 

Sixth Form (CCVI) centre.

This exciting project will not only 

benefit students at the school but also 

the wider community as it is our aim 

to invite members of the public into 

our centre on Wednesday afternoons. 

This will enable our students to help 

show, train or guide visitors in the use 

of sending emails, paying bills on line, 

researching family history, etc. Visitors 

will be offered refreshments when they 

attend. 

One of our first fund raising events will 

be to hold a Grand Auction on Friday 

29th April 2016 at 7.30pm. The Auction 

will be held at the Sixth Form (CCVI) 

centre in Cavendish Street. 

The cost of entrance to this event will 

be £5.00 per ticket for adults – each 

ticket holder will be provided with a 

number enabling them to bid for any of 

the auction lots. A glass of wine and a 

ploughman’s meal will be provided as 

well as musical entertainment  provided 

by Ms Hollman and students.

There are over 30 fantastic lots to bid 

for: including a signed painting by the 

actor Mr Timothy Spall and a replica 

West Ham Football shirt signed by Sir 

Geoff Hurst and Martin Peters MBE.

A full Auction programme and bidding 

details are available on the School’s 

website.

Tickets for the event will be limited to 100 

people and go on sale from the school’s 

three main receptions from 12th April 

2016.

Aligned with the Grand Auction, we 

will be holding a Grand Auction Raffle. 

The Raffle draw will be made at the end 

of the Auction on 29th April 2016. All 

students and staff will be offered a book 

of 5 tickets (each ticket costing £1) and 

it is hoped to sell 8000 tickets. The top 

prize will be £1,000 with a second prize 

of £500; other smaller prizes will also be 

available. Tickets for the raffle will be 

available from Tuesday 12th April 2016.

The Grand Auction will be a fun fund 

raising event which I hope will raise the 

funds needed to meet our target. Thank 

you for your support. 12
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Punctuality

It is really important that students arrive 
on time for school. Form time begins at 
8.40am with an expectation that registers 
are completed by 8.45am after which time 
students are deemed to be late. Form 
time is an important part of the school 
day as students are either in an assembly 
or in their form with their form tutor; this 
is the one time in the day when we can 
relay important messages to students or 
involve them in PHSE activities. Students who 
arrive after 9.00am are missing lessons. Therefore, in future, one of the 

sanctions we will employ for those with a record of persistent lateness will 

be an expectation that they will come in to school on staff training days to 

make up the time they have lost through being late to school. As I am sure 

you appreciate this will only apply to a very small minority of students.

Nearly New Uniform Shop or Swap!

For all parents/carers of Year 9 please 
remember when purchasing your 
child’s school uniform for Year 10 that 
we have a number of black jumpers, 
skirts and jackets in good condition 
costing just £5 each. Alternatively if 
you bring in a washed, good condition 
green uniform item you may swap it 
for any black item.  Please note that 
we do not stock PE items as they 
are normally personalised. Also, 
donations of washed green uniform 
items are gratefully received. Open 
for business most school days 
during normal school hours or after 
school by appointment with Mrs 
Hurrell.


