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Dear Parents/ Carers,
Issue 09 - July 2015

• Messages from the Headteacher

• Activities Week - Reports from 
a successful five days in and 
away from school

• Work Experience - find out how 
Year 10 students fared in the 
world of work
 
• Business of Enterprise - success 
for budding entrepreneurs

• Life after school - careers fair 
and university visits for CCGS 
students

• Sleepover - Year 10 students 
spend a night at school

• Mental Health - CCGS and the 
Change for Life Campaign

• Intermediate Maths UKMT 
Olympiad - students from CCGS 
compete

• Term Dates - 2015/2016

• Staff Goodbyes

Welcome to the final newsletter of the year, it does not 
seem like two minutes since the academic year began, and 
it is almost over, the time has positively whizzed by! 

Life After Levels

As I am sure you are all aware the Government has done away 
with National Curriculum levels at KS3 and have left it to schools 
to introduce their own forms of assessment. We have decided 
that we will continue with the levels you are all familiar with for 
the next academic year whilst working on developing our own 
system ready for launching in September 2016. 

You may also be aware that the Government have made changes 
to the A* - G system at GCSE to be replaced with numbers 9 – 1 
(9 being the top and 1 being the bottom). This system is being 
introduced gradually with results in English and Maths in 2017 
(taught from Sept 2015) the first to use the numbering system. 
It will of course leave students gaining GCSEs from 2017 to 
2019 with a mish mash of numbers and letters!

EBacc

The government have also announced that the EBacc will be 
one way school performance is measured in future. This will 
guide students into more ‘academic subjects’, English Maths 
Science, a Language and History or Geography, 

The likelihood is that the Arts, Technology, Physical Education 
and Religious Studies will be marginalised to make way for 
compulsory History and Geography.

Our worry as a school is that this will stifle creativity and is not 
right for some of our students. We are incredibly proud of our 
school’s reputation for the provision of high quality music, art, 
design technology and sport. Sports day, Music concerts and 
the Art and Design exhibition are all testament to this. It would 
be a scandal if this rich addition to the curriculum was lost. As 
a school we will ensure that students still have the opportunity 
to study ‘non’ EBacc subjects.
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The Nearly New School Branded Uniform Shop will be open Tuesday 28th July and Tuesday 

4th August between 10am and 2pm at the Chatham Site. 
The shop stocks blazers, jumpers and skirts all costing only £5 each.
 
Please note that we do not stock PE items as they are normally initialled and therefore 

personal items which we cannot sell. 
Please bring in blazers, jumpers and skirts which you no longer need if you want to you can 

swap one item for one of ours!!
The Shop can also be open on appointment through the Lower School Office.

School Funding

School funding did not really feature much in the recent election campaigns 

by the political parties, the Government promised to maintain the funding in 

real terms, which I am sure sounded good to the general electorate, but the 

reality is somewhat different from where I stand as a Headteacher. As a school 

we have seen our funding cut and cut and cut. This year we lost £159,000 

in 6th form expansion funding because the goal posts were changed very 

quietly; Schools qualified for extra funding if their 6th form expanded by 5% 

or more; ours expanded by 6.5%, however the criteria for this funding  was 

changed to 15% so we will receive nothing.

The Government awarded teachers a 1% pay rise, but did not provide any 

extra money to fund this. Increases in pension contributions and national 

insurance mean that we have to pay an extra £140,000 with no extra funding 

to cover the cost. The reduction in funding due to a change in funding 

calculations means a further loss of £316,000 – in total over £500,000 will 

have to be cut from our budget. These changes do not just affect our school, 

every Headteacher is telling the same story of cuts to their budgets. Whilst in 

the short term we have cut spending and made efficiencies wherever we can, 

this is not sustainable in the long term.

How can you help – if you are entitled to Free School Meals, please apply, it 

means we get some funding to  assist you towards the cost of trips, uniform 

and other essentials. Please continue to contribute towards our annual 

amenities fund. A letter will be coming to you about this in September.

Kick up a fuss, contact your MP, lobby for your child’s future. All the things I 

have written about will have an impact on your child’s education; it’s just not 

right. As a school our priority is your child’s education but in future we will 

find it more and more difficult to deliver the quality of education your child 

deserves on increasingly diminished funding.
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As part of activity week Year 7 students took 
part in a MFL day and an introduction to Spanish 
Day.  

During the MFL day students were challenged to 
create a model of a famous world monument out 
of newspaper.  The winners created models of 
Tower Bridge, the Colosseum, the Eiffel Tower 
and the pyramid outside the Louvre.  Everyone 
also played pétanque and learnt a French song.

On the Friday the Year 7s had an introduction 
to Spanish, everyone learnt numbers 1-30 in 
Spanish as well as basic introductions.  In 
addition we all learnt to dance salsa and tried 
typical tapas.  Students are now looking forward 
to learning Spanish when they start Year 8.   

Activities Week
Another Great India Cultural Experience!
Following the success of last year’s India Day in Activities Week with Year 7 the RS 
department extended this opportunity to a hundred and ten Year 9 students this year.  
Along with the Sikh Bhangra Dancers from Gravesend, who again offered an exhausting, 
but exhilarating, hour of Sikh line dancing, we also invited Alan Sweetingham, a local 
yoga teacher, to give the students a taste of yoga exercises and meditation – a quieter 
but not necessarily less challenging experience!  Also on offer from the Food Technology 
department was the making of a vegetable korma; and the Art department offered a 
chance to design and understand henna hand painting used in Indian weddings (on paper 
rather than hands!).  Finally, a quieter session watching a famous Bollywood film ‘Lagaan’ 
completed the day.



Opal Coast Trip 2015

Very early on Monday 6th July 119 Year 7 students and 13 staff met at the Chatham 
site for a 3 day visit to the Opal Coast in Northern France.  After we had found the 
coaches, they were at Clarendon, we set off for Dover.  
The aim of the visit was to have fun as well as to learn about French culture and 
speak French.  One day we visited a snail farm ‘Les Escargots de Bocage’ where 
we learnt how they rear and cook snails.  The brave amongst us tasted snail pâté 
and a snail in garlic.  Most people were glad that they had tried one but probably 
wouldn’t be rushing to try another!  Although there were some students and staff 
who loved them!  Another day we visited ‘Boulangerie Le Fournil’ with a mad baker 
who made the visit very entertaining, everyone made a croissant and we all learnt 
how French bread is made.  At the end of the visit we got a pain au chocolat and a 
croissant to take away.  The third visit was to the ‘Chocolaterie de Beussent’, here 
we were shown how they make chocolate bunnies, how posh chocolates are made 
and all got to taste a chocolate. 
For most of the students the highlight of the trip was a visit to Bagatelle theme 
park.  Fortunately the park was really quiet so there were very few queues, which 
meant that students could do lots and lots of rides.  The biggest ride in the park 
was ‘Triops’ a high speed roller coast with 2 loop the loops which you did forwards 
and backwards.   A few crazy students did this ride more than 10 times!  None of 
the staff were that crazy! 

We also visited the local towns of Le Touquet and Boulogne where the students 
had the opportunity to speak French and to complete challenges around the town.  Lots of fun was had by all and we look forward to taking our new Year 7 students 
next July.
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Fantastic Work Experience Feedback

We have received very positive feedback from employers who hosted our 

Year 10 students for their recent work experience placements and we would 

like to extend our congratulations to the students for being such excellent 

ambassadors for the school.

Many thanks too to the employers, ranging from primary schools, local 

engineering companies, small local businesses and organisations to 

placements further afield in Ashford, Medway, London and Manchester.

More than one student has been offered summer and/or part-time employment 

and the possibility of returning for further work experience on the basis of 

their positive attitude, reliability, initiative and resourcefulness.
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Meet our Budding Young Entrepreneurs.

The Titus Lignum team represented the school at the Business of Enterprise Finals held at the 

RBS (Royal Bank of Scotland) offices in London on Friday the 10th July 2015. They gave a great 

presentation to a team of judges and showed they are more than capable of being the next generation 

of inventors and business developers.  

The MEL Saddlery team attended the Runner up Finals at Cummins (6th July 2015) and with great 

energy presented their start up business explaining how they would finance and market their brand 

idea. It was a testament to their hard work.



Taking the next step

On Thursday 2nd July, Year 10 careers day provided an excellent opportunity for 

students to see what was on offer to them after their GCSEs and beyond. Year 10s were 

able to learn about sixth form options both at CCVI and other providers, as well as 

Canterbury and East Kent Colleges, to help them choose the right option for them. The 

careers day also catered for apprenticeships, which are becoming increasingly popular 

for school leavers as an option to earn whilst you learn.

 
A ‘Careers Fair’, where a broad cross section of professionals chatted to students 

and answered their questions openly, was a universal hit. The Police, Armed Forces, 

Cummins, Margate FC, a graphic designer, Nationwide and even a shoemaker were 

all present to inform students, with one student being particularly pleased about how 

open all the representatives were about wages. In between the fair and other events, 

workshops also ran to teach students essential skills, such as CV writing, all aimed at 

helping them gain employment in the future.

The following day staff accompanied the year to Kent University, where they were 

welcomed to an “About Kent” 

talk and campus tour, which

featured the newly renovated

library in lieu of the “Kent 50” 

celebrations. Despite seeming

in the far future for some 

students, others were eager to

leave for university after an 

exciting “Student Life” 

presentation.

Thanks go to Ms Haines and 

Mrs Hood for organising such a 

comprehensive range of events

and to all of the guest speakers 

for their honest and

informative insights into the potential next steps for CCGS students.

Further up the school, three exploratory visits were made to the universities of 

Loughborough, Reading and London Royal Holloway with prospective students from 

Year 12. A further open day visit is planned to Bath University in September.

Year 10 Sleepover

40 students were offered the opportunity to spend 

a night at school as their reward for working hard 

during the year.  They were treated to a BBQ and pizza 

for dinner, before playing a number of party games.  

Film marathons then started with the more energetic 

students being ‘encouraged’ by staff to finally get 

some sleep at 3am.  However football started again 

at 6.30am, before breakfast was served and then tired 

students and staff headed home for the comfort of their 

own beds. 6



	

	

Dear	Parents,	 	

We	know	mental	health	problems	are	more	common	than	a	lot	of	people	think	–	one	in	ten	
young	people	will	experience	mental	health	problems	by	the	age	of	16.	That’s	why	we	think	
that	it’s	important	to	talk	about	mental	health.	By	being	more	open	about	mental	health	we	
can	help	people	know	they’re	not	alone,	and	start	to	take	the	taboo	out	of	something	that	
affects	us	all.		

That’s	why	we’ve	decided	to	support	the	Time	to	Change	campaign	in	our	school.	Time	to	
Change	is	England’s	biggest	programme	to	end	the	stigma	and	discrimination	faced	by	
people	with	mental	health	problems.		The	programme	is	run	by	the	charities	Mind	and	
Rethink	Mental	Illness	and	funded	by	the	Department	of	Health,	Comic	Relief,	and	the	Big	
Lottery	Fund.			

As	part	of	the	work,	pupils	in	the	school	will	be	learning	about	mental	health	stigma	and	
discrimination	and	why	it’s	important	for	us	to	talk	about	mental	health.	We	hope	that	
pupils	may	come	home	and	want	to	talk	about	the	campaign	and	that	we	can	all	play	a	part	
in	breaking	the	silence	around	mental	health.	To	help	us,	Time	to	Change	have	provided	
resources	to	support	parents	/	guardians,	including	10	top	tips	for	talking	about	the	topic	of	
mental	health.	We	encourage	you	to	have	a	look,	they	can	be	found	here:	www.time-to-
change.org.uk/parents		

To	find	out	more	about	the	campaign,	or	find	out	how	you	can	support	it,	take	a	look	at	
www.time-to-change.org.uk	

	

During PSHE this year, we have been exploring topics 

regarding negative attitudes and behaviours towards people 

with mental health problems.

More information can be found at:

 
www.time-to-change.org.uk/parents

Please see attached a letter written by a parent of a young 

person with lived experience of mental health problems 

appealing to other parents to get clued up about mental health.



Dear Parents,

Do you think that your child would come to you if they were worried about their own or a 
friend’s mental health? Are you sure?

I am writing to you, as a fellow parent, about mental health because I know from personal 
experience that it is very important.  

Did you know that 1 in 10 young people will experience a mental health problem before the age 
of 16? That’s an average of 3 children in an average classroom in England. And it’s 1 in 4 adults 
too. This means that you and your child know someone with a mental health problem. 

It never occurred to my wife and I that one of our children would experience mental illness and we 
never talked about it. When we discovered, just over four years ago, that our daughter, then 14, had 
started self-harming, we didn’t know where to turn or what to do. We thought that we had a happy 
family, with everybody busy (in a good way) and both our children doing very well at their respective 
schools. Then, suddenly, all our lives were turned upside down. Our daughter had to be admitted to 
hospital and it seemed that we had lost our beautiful girl. 

She became increasingly unstable and suicidal. Her school were unsupportive and she eventually 
left. After more than two years at three different adolescent psychiatric units, she recovered, 
stopped self-harming and came out of hospital. Having lost part of her life over a period of three 
years, our daughter resumed her education and is now able to enjoy being a teenager, having coffee 
with friends; going out for meals; going to the cinema and just being able to walk our dog and feel 
the warmth of the sun on her back. It has been a long journey for us as a family and we consider 
ourselves fortunate to have our daughter back at home with us. Other families in the same situation 
have not always been so lucky. 

Sadly, most people with mental health problems experience stigma and discrimination from 
others, even those closest to them.

We can all play a part in helping to end stigma by learning more about mental health and discussing 
it more openly. 

Many people aren’t aware that it is entirely possible to recover from mental health problems, even 

(continued…)



from episodes of severe depression, eating disorders or psychosis, particularly if treatment is 
accessed early. My family’s experience is living proof of that. 

Don’t assume that your child would come to you. Make time to talk.

Here’s how: 

 Time to Change; England’s biggest campaign to end the stigma and discrimination faced 
by people with mental health problems, has created a brilliant web page full of resources 
for parents to help start the conversation about mental health.

 www.time-to-change.org.uk/parents

 Time to Change want talking about mental health to become as ordinary as talking about 
physical health, so that everyone can ask for the support that they need. 

 Have a look at the Time to Change website and please… make time to talk.

 Finally – if you or your child is experiencing a mental health problem, the Time to Change 
website can direct you to organisations which are there to help: 
http://www.time-to-change.org.uk/what-are-mental-health-problems/help-support-
services

Thank you.

With best wishes,

 
Robert 



Intermediate Maths UKMT Olympiad
The results of the Intermediate Maths UKMT Olympiad are finally in and we are delighted to report that both Menno Kramer and Joshua Attwell (Year 10) received a MERIT for their competent performance in their Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad Hamilton paper.

Chris Norwood and Matthew Lacey (Year 11) receive a Merit and Hal Mutton (Year 10), Katie Knight, Amy Clayton, Matthew Lacey, Hansaka Seneviratne (Year 11) received a certificate of particiaption for their performance in the Kangaroo round. 

Well done to all of our talented mathematicians who were selected to take part based on their excellent performance in the individal UKMT challenge.

Staff Leaving

The following staff are leaving us to take up posts in other schools: Dr Feeney (Physics) is going to a 

school in Gloucestershire, Dr Lewthwaite (Chemistry) has been appointed as Head of Department at a 

Grammar School in Rainham, Mr Rosedon (English) is going to Hartsdown Academy, Mr Salama (Maths) 

is going to teach in Brunei and Mrs Viggers (student support) is relocating and has a job at a school in 

Evesham.

Mrs Bole our 6th form secretary is retiring and, we wish her a long and happy retirement.

My thanks to all the staff for all their hard work this year and for their unstinting support and loyalty to the 

school and its students.

Finally may I wish you and your children a very happy, relaxing and safe break. We look forward to seeing 

your sons and daughters in Years 8, 9,10 and 11 on Friday September 4th at 10am and Year 13 at 10.40am. 

New Year 7 students will start at 8.40am. Year 12 students do not return until Monday 7th September.
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News in Brief

Jasmine Silk in Year 12 is part of The Gulbenkian 
Youth Theatre and her group were selected from 
performers across the country to perform Edelweiss 
Pirates by Ayub Khan Din on the Olivier Stage on 
6th July. Congratulations to Jasmine who joins a 
number of previous students to have performed at 
the National Youth Theatre.

Kyriakos Papa-Adams (Year 12) took part in the 
inaugural European Games held in Baku during 

June.

Term Dates 2015 - 2016

Term 1 3 September – 23 October 2015

Term 2 2 November – 18 December 2015

Term 3 4 January – 12 February 2016

Term 4 22 February – 24 March 2016

Term 5 11 April – 27 May 2016

Term 6 6 June – 22 July 2016

 


