
It does not seem two minutes since the new term started and 
here we are almost at the end. Our new Year 7 students are 
settled, happy and confident which was evident at the very 
successful (and crowded) Year 6 Open Evening where they 
acted as ambassadors for the school helping in, and talking 
knowledgeably about, various departments. A big thank you 
and well done to all the students in all year groups who helped 
either as guides or in departments, feedback from Year 6 parents 
was fantastic, they commented on how helpful our students 
were and how much they knew about their school. 

A Level & GCSE Success
For the third year running our pass rate at A Level was outstanding at over 99%! 
28.8% of grades were at A*-A an improvement on last year’s results, bucking the 
national trend. 56.5% of grades were at A*-B.

A Levels are still the gold standard as far as Universities and employers are 
concerned and these tremendous results are the culmination of two year’s hard 
work and dedication by both students and their teachers.

Approximately 88% of students have gone on to University, with more students 
intending to take up places in September 2015 after having a gap year.

A detailed breakdown of the results can be found in the Sixth Form section of the 
website.

Our Year 11 students enjoyed another year of bumper GCSE results with an 
overall pass rate of 97.1% at the 5A*- C measure and almost 15% of grades 
at A*, 43% at A* - A and 75% at A* - B. These are fantastic results and we are 
all very proud of our students’ achievements which are the culmination of two 
years hard work. Particularly pleasing are the 43 students (21%) who gained 
between 8 and 12 GCSEs at A^ (A* with distinction), A* or A grades. Of the 43, 
the following deserve special mention for their exceptional results:

Susannah Grace 1A^ & 10A*
Kathryn Cutler Mackenzie 10A* & 1A
Joseph Whelan 1A^ & 9A*
Madison Hinchley & Hannah Musindi 9A* & 3A
George Delaney, Jamie Fowler, Gayathiri Mathusuthan & Fred Wright 9A* & 2A
Ahsan Ashfaq 8A* & 2A
Joshua Metcalfe 1A^, 6A* & 3A
Ethan Perry 1A^, 5A* & 4A
Robert Cook 7A* & 4A
Ashcaan Hajilou 7A* & 3A
Georgia Janes 6A* & 5A
Scarlett Bull & Thomas Wilkening 6A* & 4A
Keziah Ridley 5A* & 7A
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Higher Education and Careers Day

Insightful sessions were led by staff and professionals over the 3rd and 4th of July, the 

purpose of which was to educate current Year 10 students and aid their decisions in future 

choices. Workshops included “speed dating” in the hall, talks by the armed services, 

colleges, and staff, career pathways advice and help with interviews. 

The “market place” of talks helped students with decisions they will have to make in the 

shorter scheme of things; these being sixth form or college options. The talk from the armed 

forces’ representative focused around the various other careers paramount to the forces 

such as engineering and medical work. Talks led by staff and colleges informed students 

about apprenticeships, college and sixth form; choices necessary in the next two years.

The well received “CVs and interviewing skills” talks led by charismatic John Handley gave 

students a taste of what university interviews could be like and the sort of thinking skills 

required. Model CVs were handed out to guide those searching for summer jobs. Comical 

anecdotes and classroom activity ensured an interested and attentive audience. The “career 

pathways” talk broadened students’ horizons and was a firm myth-buster; showing various 

routes for students to their desired careers or helped the agnostic to decide upon what sort 

of career they would interested in following.

Professionals including a crown prosecutor, a civil engineer and an accountant led the 

“speed dating”-esque session at the Clarendon site. This consisted of brief talks between 

a professional and two or three students each turn, in which they were informed about the 

professional’s work and the path they took to acquire their position. Some students were 

even able to attain work experience via these talks. 

“Taster” lessons were also run for students; so that they could experience sixth form 

education before choosing their subjects (an induction week is also run for Year 11s, 

after which students confirm their options). Each student chose two subjects they had 

not previously studied but will have the chance to during sixth form. This also informed 

students about which subject they would be advised to take if they wanted to pursue a 

certain career. Finally, on the 4th of July, students attended the University of Kent, so as to 

experience student life and an undergraduate level of education. 



Ofsted

Further to my letter regarding the outcome of our Ofsted inspection, I hope 

by now you have had a chance to read the report on our website. We are very 

pleased with the outcome, particularly with the praise heaped on our students 

for their impeccable behaviour, attitude to learning and positive relationships 

they enjoy with staff and one another. They are truly wonderful, well done to 

each and every one of them!
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John Downton Awards

This year the John Downton Awards has selected work from three of our 

students for their annual exhibition. The exhibition, run by Kent County Council, 

includes work from schools across the county and showcases work from the 

most talented students in Kent. Congratulations to Conor Field, whose drawing 

of a horse’s skull was selected, Ellen Russell for her figurative oil painting and 

Lara Saad for her abstract piece, inspired by nature.

The exhibition will be open in Maidstone County Hall from 29th October until 

26th November.

Maths Enrichment Day
On Thursday the 11th of September Mr Ferguson took a group of Year 10 students 

to a Maths Enrichment Day run by the Further Maths Support Programme at the 

University of Kent. Students spent the day exploring mathematics in real life with a 

focus on the great opportunities that success in mathematics can bring, through a 

series of workshops and lectures. Topics ranged from centres of mass, balancing  

a body with a volunteer student and a plank of wood!, to the use and misuse of 

Statistics in securing a criminal conviction. The day gave a very useful insight into 

the uses and applications of mathematics and was enjoyed by all the students.
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Senior Wind Band, Jazz Band and Choir tour to Spain - 18th-24th July 2014What an amazing week! Highlights were: Performing in the massive Theatre in 

Figueras after visiting the Salvador Dali museum, singing in Montserrat Monastery 

up in the mountains, spending the day at Port Aventura Theme Park and generally 

have a great time at the beach and hotel pool! Well done to everyone involved - more 

pictures can be found on the Music Tour web pages.

GCSE and A level trip to see Miss Saigon in the West End - 8th October 2014

An amazing evening - we had sung a medley of songs from the show in our school production 

last year and everyone was stunned to finally see them performed in a proper musical theatre 

context. The show, complete with an actual helicopter as part of the set, was incredible and 

the students thoroughly enjoyed it, even though it reduced many to tears at points! Front 

row seats too!
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The A level music 

classes took part in a 

string quartet workshop 

and masterclass with 

the English Chamber 

Orchestra String Quartet 

- 3rd October 2014

We travelled to Canterbury for an entertaining masterclass given by one of the 

best string quartets in the county, which focused on an A level study piece by the 

composer Joseph Haydn. A really enjoyable way to learn about music!

Having won through the regional rounds and the semi finals, we all travelled to 

Tunbridge Wells’ Trinity Theatre for an evening of excitement taking part alongside 

the best youth dancers, singers and all round entertainers in Kent.

All the CCGS performers did brilliantly, and were judged by celebrities including 

Craig Revell Horwood and Kaddy Lee Preston (who they managed to get some selfies 

with afterwards!).
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ENGLAND CAP FOR CHATHAM & CLARENDON STUDENT

2014 has been a busy year for Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School student Max Osborne who fought his way 
into the England Under 17’s Roller Hockey team to play in the recent European Championships.

The tournament was held in Bordeaux in the south of France at the end of August where only goal difference 
prevented them from progressing into the Semi-Finals to be in one of the top four positions overall.

This was Max’s second year making it into the England Under 17’s, however despite finding himself playing last 
year in Alcobendas, Spain, it was no easier this year. Not only was he working hard for his GCSE’s but he suffered 
a serious hand injury during the selection process in March which looked likely to scupper his chances of making it 
into the final squad.

Thanks to a metal plate, some screws and a skilful surgeon together with a lot of grit and determination, Max 
recovered sufficiently well to make the final selection weekend six weeks later. A couple of nervous days followed 
as he awaited the news that he had made the final squad.

June and July came and went, punctuated by weekend training sessions, but the real work began when he broke 
up for the summer holidays. Max and his England team-mates boarded a flight immediately for a week of intensive 
training in the heat of Portugal before returning to England. With just five days of rest in a month, training camps 
and hockey-filled weekends followed until again the England squad departed for another week of hard training in 
Portugal and then on to Bordeaux for the Championship.

The tournament got off to an incredible start with England making history by drawing 1-1 with Spain who are usually 
favourites to win the tournament. However the celebrations didn’t end there with a win against Israel the following 
game. A narrow defeat to the strong French home-side saw England with one last important game against Germany. 
In this final evening of the pool stages, a win from England and a win from Spain would put England second in the 
group and they would proceed into the semi-finals with at least a top four position finish. England played some of 
their best hockey all week and ran out comfortable winners against a strong German side.

With England having done their part in attempting to reach the Semi-Finals, they sat down to watch the Spain-
France game. With just two minutes left on the clock, England were in the Semi-Finals, however a surprise goal 
by the host nation put France back in the driving seat. With Spain unable to score another goal, France had taken 
England’s place in the Semi-Finals purely on goal difference.

This is the closest that any England Under 17’s side have come to making the final four, outside England, in many 
years. The top four countries (Spain, Portugal, Italy and France) run professional leagues with the top senior players 
earning big wages. In addition, the have hundreds of professional coaches as opposed to England where the sport 
remains totally amateur.

For Max this has been a wonderful experience playing at the highest level and he now looks forward to playing in 
the European Under 17 Club Championship in Blanes, Spain in October, and also stepping up to senior hockey 
playing for Bury Roller Hockey Club in the English Premier League, as well as continuing with his A-Level studies at 
Chatham & Clarendon Sixth Form.



Inter-House School Knowledge Quiz Competition

This term saw the introduction of a new Inter-House competition. The quiz was designed 

to encourage students across the school to have a broad understanding of our school and 

local community. The five rounds included General School Knowledge, Historical School 

Knowledge, Former Students, Local Community Knowledge and a House Knowledge round 

to finish. This competition was overseen by Mr Goodwin and an audience made up of the 

Year 7 students.

After a very close finish, the final standings ended:

1. TS 129pts   2. MS 127pts   3. KH 125pts   4. RP 117pts 

Chaplaincy News

This term had seen the arrival of replacement windows for our chaplaincy room and with the stained-glass effect I think we would all agree that it adds to the ambience and spirituality of the chaplaincy room (see photos).

This term we have had our regular Christian and Muslim groups attending (see Chaplaincy tab under Curriculum on the school website) and ‘Michael & All Angels’ was commemorated during the Eucharist service on the 29th September.

News in Brief

Meredith Davies 9TSg has qualified to fight with Team GB in a World Championship 

Kickboxing competition which is based in Italy. This is on 3rd and 4th November 2014.

 
Oscar Phillips 10RPb qualified for a Sea Cadet event, National Sailing Regatta, Southport. He 

was the only cadet from the Ramsgate unit in the competition, in fact there were only 2 

cadets from East Kent.  This was held on Friday 26th September.
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Foreign Visitors

On Wednesday 24th September 60 Belgian 6th form students came to visit the 

school.  They were studying at Language UK in Broadstairs and as part of their 

visit they wanted to see how a British school worked.  They were welcomed by 

three of our Year 13 language students – Callum Duff, Pablo Garcia-Thomas and 

Ahmad Villasenor - who told them about the school and the British education 

system, they thought it was funny that all our students have to wear uniform as 

students do not wear uniform in Belgium.  They were also very impressed by 

our buildings and were surprised that our education was completely free.  After 

a tour of the school with the 6th  form French and Spanish students they split 

into small groups and observed a variety of lessons, they really enjoyed seeing 

how we teach here and improving their English.  For lunch they were welcomed 

at the 6th form centre, where they enjoyed the more grown up atmosphere, the 

comfortable sofas and the variety of food on offer.

We have received the following information from Waitrose:
As from 27/10 our car park will be managed by Britannia car parks who will have a stricter approach to parking and will implement for us fines for people parking more than 1 1/2 hours without shopping in store.
We are aware that the car park is used for school pick-ups at present and this is just a courtesy notification that if parents or teachers did use the car park for long term parking they would be warned or fined from the above date.
Leaflets and posters will be going up on the premises . 8



Communication

Effective communication between the school and parents is a key ingredient in ensuring that your 
son/daughter progresses academically, takes full part in school life and enjoys school.  We want 
to inform you about the good things that your children do, the progress that they are making, the 
events we run and, on occasions, the things that we are not happy with!  Here is a quick guide to 
our Communication methods.

My Child At School (MCAS) is a secure website that you can access to view information about 
your son or daughter. It will show information such as their attendance, achievement points, any 
behaviour points and electronic copies of school reports. You can also use this website to notify 
us of any changes to your contact information. 

We hope that you are finding this useful and would like to ensure that everyone is aware of the 
facility. Should you not have received your details, or if you have any other issues with MCAS, 
please email us at mcas@ccgrammarschool.co.uk from the email you gave us, and we’ll re-send 
the details / respond to your query.

SchoolComms is an Email and text messaging service.  We send home letters by email (and then 
post to parents where we do not have an email address).  We use text messaging to send messages 
to individual parents or short messages to all parents.  Text messaging is very useful, but it is 
expensive for us, a single text to all parents costs us nearly £100 – however there is an alternative…..
Schoolcomms have launched their Smart phone app - School Gateway.  The app is completely free, 
and cuts the costs of text messaging (for us and you, as replies sent from the app to the school are 
also free).  If you have a smart phone, you simply need to install the app from Google Play Store or 
Apple App Store.
  
Step 1- Search the app store for ‘School Gateway’, install the app and open it
Step 2- Select “I’m a new user”, enter your email and mobile number – your PIN number will then 
be sent to your phone (you must use the email address and mobile number that you supplied to 
the school)
Step 3- Enter your pin and login

That’s it - you will now receive messages from us through the App instead of by text. Your phone 
will buzz/ring just like when a text message arrives. So you will:
• receive instant notification of messages
• receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal
• not be charged for sending replies back to the school
• be able to store and receive messages all in one place

Please don’t worry if your mobile phone doesn’t have an app facility we will continue to send 
messages via text instead.

The text and email services does rely on us always having your up-to-date contact information, if 
any of your details change then please contact the reception at the site which you son/daughter 
attends.  Please can I also suggest that you monitor your Junk/Spam folder just to check that our 
messages are not going in there.
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Some Reminders:

Safety First

Could I remind students that if they cycle to school, they should be wearing helmets and not be cycling on the pavements or the wrong way down one-way streets. I had a very polite complaint from a member of the public about this. 
Uniform

Thank you to all parents of Year 9,10 & 11 girls who have bought the new style revere collar blouse. There are still a few students who are not wearing the blouse, could I politely ask that you adhere to the school uniform.
If you are unsure about the uniform rules, they are printed in your son or daughter’s Planner.

Early Warning! Severe Weather Guidance
As an Urban Campus we are particularly susceptible to the effects of bad weather.  Our staff and our 6th form students (plus a small number of KS4 students) have to travel between sites, which may be treacherous.  Also many of our staff (and students) travel in from a long distance.  We must always be sure that the school site is safe; the Chatham site especially is difficult to clear if it has been snowing. 
It is our aim to keep the school open wherever possible to minimise the disruption to student learning and parent/carers’ own arrangements. Please assume that the school is open unless you hear otherwise. Our aim will be that students follow a normal school day, however it may be necessary that students will follow an alternative timetable (this will depend on the number of staff in the school).  This means that they will probably complete revision work or some other worthwhile activity.  

We will try to keep the school open for the whole day, but if the bus and train companies inform us that they are likely to stop running, then it is likely we will need to close early OR if conditions deteriorate during the day we may take the decision to close early, to ensure all students can get home safely. We will send a text to parents in this case. 
We suggest on these days that if there are issues with getting to and from school safely that the decision as to whether your child attends school is entirely up to you, however please inform the school if you are keeping your child at home. 
On occasions where the school is forced to close completely, information about the closure will be on our school website and the following websites:
 • http://bbc.co.uk/kent
 • http://www.kentschoolclosures.co.uk/
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Parent Governor Election

The following parents were successful in the recent Parent Governor Election:

David Gullick
William Hammond
Rosie Travers

News from the Friends...

The Friends of CCGS ran a very successful and well attended quiz night on Friday 17th October. It was a hotly contested affair with only one point separating 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. The night raised over £350 for the school. A big thank you to the Friends for organising it and to all those who supported the evening.
The Friends AGM is at 7pm on Wednesday 12th November in the Chatham Site Dining Hall and the Christmas Fair is on Saturday 29th November 10.30am to 14.30pm at the Clarendon Site.

Farewell

We bid farewell to Mrs Jacqui Williams, Clerk to the Governors and Company Secretary. Jacqui has had a long connection with the school in both these roles and has worked unstintingly for the benefit of the school. We would like to thank her for all her hard work and dedication to the school and wish her well in her new adventure in Yorkshire!

We welcome Jenny Dawes as the new Clerk to the Governors.

Reminders

Just a reminder that there is a non-uniform day on Friday 24th October for Oasis Domestic Violence Charity, students can either donate a toy (preloved but is fine) or £1. This forms part of the Social Action Project.

Students involved in the Social Action Project will also be asking for donations of food after half term to make christmas hampers for the Charity Porchlight - date tba.

A reminder that Term 2 begins on Tuesday 4th November as it is a Staff Development Day on the Monday. 

6th Form Open Evening is being held on Thursday 27th November.

Year 11 Mock Exams will start on Monday 1st December until Wednesday 10th December.
There are still a few tickets available for students in the Upper School and 6th Form for Aladdin at the Marlowe Theatre on 11th December.

Christmas Jumper Day is Friday 12th December.
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