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We are now half way through the school year, the days are 
getting longer and we haven’t seen any snow. The school 
production of the Lion King was utterly brilliant (see the 
following review). If you weren’t lucky enough to get tickets, 
you missed a fabulous evening’s entertainment, which 
rivaled the West End production of the show. My thanks 
to Mrs Gibbons, Ms Hollman, Mr Gibbons for all their hard 
work and everyone else who contributed to its success.

School League Tables

You may have seen the recent media coverage in both Isle 
of Thanet Gazette and Kent on Sunday which placed us 
as the top school in Thanet for GCSE results and 18th in 
Kent. We are really proud of the students’ success, which 
is testament to all their hard work. Staff are working closely 
with Year 11 to support them to achieve similar or better 
results this summer. (See item on school website for more 
details)

The Lion King by Niall McDaid & Louise Rodgers

I’ve been a student at Chatham & Clarendon Grammar 
School for nearly three years now but The Lion King is the 
first of the annual school musicals I have seen and I was 
completely blown away by the quality of it. 

I must admit that I wasn’t expecting a highly technical 
professional performance due to the limitations of it being 
on a school stage and not in a professional theatre but I 
was surprised at the transformation the hall underwent 
in order to stage this musical. The set and background 
(painted mostly by students) was very impressive, simply 
as a piece of art on its own (I personally loved the African 
savannah backdrop). Scene changes were always smooth 
and quick and never really let the pace of the show drop. 
Smoke machines, spotlights and strobe lighting added 
to the already enthralling atmosphere, overall creating a 
technically powerful show.

Review continues on page 2.
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The Lion King continued

The acting however was the personal highlight for me, with memorable performances 
from Harry Gupta (Scar), Lucy Karczewski (Zazu) and Megan Griffin (Timon) but to 
name a few, I could easily go on. It was clearly not just viewed as a concert by the cast 
as you can clearly see the work they have put into characterisation when preparing for 
their roles, creating quite an emotionally powerful story. The ensemble worked well 
together, maintaining a very high level of energy throughout the entire play creating 
larger, louder and livelier scenes to contrast well with the quieter scenes that only 
had a couple of characters on stage at once.

Finally, I couldn’t really end this review without mentioning the music, which after 
all is what a musical is all about. This show is proof of how strong CCGS is when it 
comes to music. The choir deserves a special mention for the excellent work they did 
in supporting the lead characters in their songs, often being out of sight or off to the 
side of the hall but their contribution was clearly visible. However I was once again 
incredibly impressed by the standard of the solos by the leads, notable performances 
coming from Lucy Taylor (Rafiki), Jacob Gardener (Mufasa) and Kayleigh Stevens 
Keatley (Old Nala) as well as many others.

This show was easily on a level with many other professional shows I have seen and 
the quality of the performances by the whole cast were outstanding. It has set the bar 
extremely high for school productions and it will not be an easy task to reach this 
level again although I’m sure CCGS will manage to set that bar even higher next year!
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For more pictures please log on to ccgrammarschool.co.uk 
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Bake Off

A celebration cake “Bake Off” took place Wednesday 16th December. Nine students from Years 7-9 took part and baked an amazing array of large cakes, baked and decorated in three hours. 
To judge the event Jason Freedman from “Curiously Kentish”, based in Minnis Bay and winner of the Kent on Sunday Food and Drink Award 2015, had the difficult task of taste testing and deciding on the winner and runners up.

Finally it was decided that:

First prize was awarded to Louis Sotiri, in Year 7.Second prize to Daisy Crush, in Year 7.Third prize to Amani Horton in Year 9.
The other contestants were;
Ross White in Year 7, Ebony Stocker and Robyn Tames in Year 8 and Shaun Liddle, Lucy Manning and Annika Swansbury in Year 9. Well done to everyone that took part. It was a very difficult decision, as all the cakes were baked and presented to a very good standard.
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Cycling

Oliver (Ollie) Robinson (Year 12) and George Pittock (Year 9) have achieved success 

in competitive cycling this year with Thanet Road Club.

Ollie was one of the founder members when Thanet RC launched its Go-Ride 

youth development programme in 2008 and good performances in regional and 

national races were capped with selection for South East England and a silver 

medal at the Sainsbury’s School Games and seventh place at the national time trial 

championships, both in September 2015.

Ollie competed in the Winter Track League at the iconic Lee Valley Velodrome and 

at the time of writing was in second place overall in his age group after two wins 

and several podium finishes.

George joined the club in 2012, to improve his cycling skills after winning a local 

youth triathlon.  He too has performed well in local and regional races and competed 

at national level for the first time in 2015.  George was invited to join British Cycling’s 

South East Region winter training programme and his goal for 2016 is selection for 

the Regional School of Racing.

Ollie and George have benefitted enormously from expert coaching at their local 

club, and more recently from guidance by Great Britain coaches.  They are training 

and racing on the track and the road, to improve their speed, strength, stamina and 

power, and are learning the off-bike skills that are also required as they progress 

towards their joint aspirations – to be members of the Great Britain cycling team.

For more information, please speak to Ollie or George or visit www.thanetrc.org.



University Places

Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School students have been getting offers from some 

of the best universities across the world. The most recent news sees four receive offers 

from Oxford and Cambridge.

The candidates are: Owen Crush, reading English language and literature at Pembroke 

College, Oxford; Madelene McKenzie reading Archaeology and Anthropology at St Peter’s 

College, Oxford; Ethan Perry, reading Mathematics at Downing College, Cambridge and 

Jamie Fowler, reading Biomedical Sciences at New College, Oxford.

Senior Tutor Mr Lowis said,

“These offers are richly deserved, 

and reflects the wider picture of 

high achievement in the Sixth 

Form - especially the ever 

increasing number heading to 

Russell Group universities.”

Students are still receiving offers

at present in the application 

process, and the school is very 

optimistic of further success.

Chemistry Inspiration For Young Scientists

Students from across Year 7 and 8 had the opportunity to solve mysteries at Discovery 

Planet’s Crime Scene Investigation workshops on Friday 22nd January. Led by the University 

of Kent’s School of Physical Sciences, more than 300 students descended on the One Stop 

Chemistry Shop at Broad Street Hall. Here they took part in hands-on activities, learning 

how to lift fingerprints, collect evidence and take impressions from weapons and other 

implements. Students also investigated how to identify substances using chromatography.

The following Friday, all Year 9 students had a hair-raising time as the University of Kent’s 

scientists used a Van der Graaff generator to make students’ hair stand on end and literally 

handed out electric shocks. Students experienced how fruit and vegetables can be used 

to create electricity as well as building their own circuits and light-up cards. In addition, 

students learnt how electricity is generated from wind as a representative from off-shore 

wind farm operators Vattenfall attended with one of their technicians.

The workshops were both informative and fun and all students left enthused about science.
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Year 9 Computer Science Week Poster Competition

During week 2 of this term as part of computer science week year 9 students were asked to 

produce a poster of a new mobile phone app that had a social/environmental aspect to it. The 

designs were to include details of the apps environmental/social impact, features of the app and 

designs of the main screens. There were some really great efforts from many of the groups who 

took part.  Congratulations to all the winning groups:

In 1st place with a design called “Simple Sign” which was all about helping deaf people 

communicate with people who do not understand sign language were Rothschild-Pearce. The 

team consisted of Niamh Edgington and Jemma Warner.

In 2nd place were Thomas-Sharman with an app called Hedgehog which was all about raising 

awareness of animal welfare and good practice. The team included Bethany Lloyd, Rosie Axon, 

Jade Booth and Elizabeth Baker.

In 3rd place with their app

“Perfect Pet” were 
Knight-Heath – Hazel Julaila,

Grace Ward, Emily Driscoll,

Katie Aveling, Wafaa 
Boumrah, Poppy Wells and 

Kristine Rivera.

In 4th place with an app 

called “Adverteezy” were 

Mann-Sommerville – Orla

 Whelan, Emily Wallis and 

Chelsea Dunn.

January 2016 Year 7 Maths Enrichment

All of our Year 7 students were treated to a series of outstanding maths/science 

sessions organised by Canterbury Christ Church University PGCE department, as 

part of STEMNET. These sessions included Sherlock trigonometry mystery, Star 

Wars treasure hunt, ending in a top trumps battle and solving a dragon mystery. 

All students had a great time and left enthused about maths and science.



Voluntary Work 

Over the last two terms we have worked closely with two national charities to prepare some of our 

6th formers who are going to work with them as volunteers.

Macmillan Crossroads Volunteer Service is a client centred volunteering project to help people who 

are affected by cancer and other life changing conditions who want to continue to live at home. A new 

venture for Macmillan Crossroads was working directly with volunteers from Chatham & Clarendon 

Grammar School 6th Form.

The full day of training, during one of the school’s Inset days included learning about communication 

and listening skills, and the understanding of guidelines and boundaries and lone working. The 

students heard about real cases of people in need and responded with enthusiasm and empathy. We 

are just awaiting the final statutory clearance checks for each student after which they will be paired 

up and then be available to offers from the organisers for light practical support and companionship 

to people who need it. This could include gardening, shopping, food preparation, light housework, 

reading aloud or just having a coffee and a chat. Volunteers could be asked to take on a one-off 

project or agree to visit someone over a period of time.

Macmillan Crossroads have said that they have been greatly impressed by the commitment and 

maturity of the students and are very excited to work with them in this way.

If any parent or carer would like to find out more you can contact Marnie Enever, Volunteer Service 

Manager on  01227 743703.

Macmillan Crossroads have been fantastic in their support of our students and offer wonderful 

ongoing care of them, with particular regard to safeguarding and also offer emotional support to 

volunteers if needed.

Congratulations to these students:

William Addley, Adele Atkins, Jacob Eaton-Brown, Lily Fairhall, Paisley  Furness, Rutendo Gotora, 

Elly Harvey, Kirsty Hukin, Demi Jures, Chiko Machingauta, Lauren Toogood, Lydia Cable, Rebekah 

Chant, Madison Hinchley and Ivy Pagsiyah

Beanstalk is a national charity that recruits and trains people to volunteer to go into local primary 

schools to support children who are struggling with their reading. Volunteers provide regular one-to-

one support for three children for a whole school year to help them read, grow and succeed.

When the idea of volunteering was initially put to our 6th Form we had in excess of 16 volunteers 

which was too large a group for the Beanstalk staff to train and support. With good grace and 

understanding from our students we ended up with a manageable group of eight. Early in January we 

were able to host a day in the 6th Form Centre for their training. Joining them for this were four other 

adult volunteers who had previously applied to, and been approved by, Beanstalk. After what was 

a very packed day our students emerged excited with enthusiasm for the next step.  Our students 

are still awaiting their DBS certificates before being placed into schools. We believe that most of 

them will be going to St Laurence primary school in Ramsgate and they are busy liaising with the 

Beanstalk team about where their individual timetables fit in best with primary school needs. 

As all of our students involved in this project are in Year 12 it means that they will be able to work with 

Beanstalk for the next eighteen months. When they leave us they will do so having gained experience 

which will support any applications that they may make, as well as gaining the confidence that this 

project will surely give them. All this, and the joy of helping others achieve, make this so worthy of 

all their efforts.

Our Beanstalk volunteers are: Millie Borrie, Rosa Brackenborough, Laura Burt-Davies, Maija Elliott, 

Holly Garrad, Jennifer Gann, Rose London and Isobel McFarlane – well done to all of you. 8



Detentions
A number of parents have on occasion questioned the school’s authority to impose detentions, however the DFE guidance states that schools do not have to give parents notice of after school detentions or tell them why a detention has been given. Detentions can be given during the school day, after school, at weekends or on training days. Of course as a school we will always try to work with parents to set a detention on a day which avoids any prior appointment a student may have and does not compromise a students’ safety.
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Parking

Could I ask, yet again, that you do not park outside the school sites at the 

beginning or end of the school day to drop off or pick up your son or daughter. 

This compromises the safety of students and the general public when parents 

are parked two and three abreast. Both Cannon Road and Meeting Street 

have car parks where students could be dropped off or picked up, and are 

only a short walk from either site. 

CCGS Friends Quiz

Friday 26th February 6.45pm for 7.15pm start at Chatham Site.

Tables of up to 8 (£5 per adult £3 student) must be booked prior to Quiz please, via email, 

Mrs Hurrell at shurrell@ccgrammarschool.co.uk

Cardigans

Students in Years 7-9 are not permitted 

to wear cardigans. In Years 10 and 11 

students may wear a black cardigan 

with the school logo on which is 

available from our uniform providers. 

A number of younger students are 

wearing green cardigans, which are 

not part of the lower school uniform 

(the uniform list is printed in your son/

daughter’s planner). When replacing 

items of uniform could you please bear 

this in mind.

Parental Questionnaires

Results of parental questionnaires completed at 

the recent Year 9, 10 and 11 Parent Evenings are 

now available on the website at:

http://www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk/356/survey-

results


